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Central, Atlantic Regions Boost
Shares Of Cheese Production
Cheese production in the Central
region last year totaled 5.849 bil-

lion pounds, up 6.5 percent, or
355.3 million pounds, from 2016.
The Central region’s share of
US cheese production in 2017 was
46.2 percent, up from 45.1 percent in 2016 and 44.7 percent in
2015 but down from 48.4 percent
in 2000 and 64.9 percent in 1991
(the first year for which regional
production statistics are available).
There were 239 plants producing cheese in the Central region
last year, five more than in 2016.
Cheese production in the West
region last year totaled 5.217 billion pounds, up 0.9 percent, or
45.4 million pounds, from 2016.
The West’s share of US cheese
production last year was 41.2 percent, down from 42.5 percent in
2016 and 42.8 percent in 2015 but
up from 35.5 percent in 2000 and
19.8 percent in 1991.
There were 101 plants producing cheese in the West region last
year, unchanged from 2016.
The Atlantic region’s 2017
cheese production totaled 1.593
billion pounds, up 5.1 percent, or
76.9 million pounds, from 2016.

•

2012

down about 4.6 million pounds
from 1990.
In the 1980s, cheese production in 1985 was up 406.9 million
pounds from 1984. Cheese output in 1984 had been down 145.5
million pounds from 1983, due at
least in part to the Milk Diversion
Program, which reduced 1984 US
milk production by some 4.2 billion pounds from 1983.
And 1976’s jump in cheese production followed a drop of 126
million pounds in cheese output
in 1975.
There were a total of 563
plants producing cheese in the US
last year, 10 more than in 2016,
48 more than in 2010, 161 more
than in 2000 and the most plants
producing cheese in the US since
1988, when there were 573. As
recently as 1999, there were fewer
than 400 plants producing cheese
in the US.

2011

US cheese production in 2017
reached a record 12.659 billion pounds, up 3.9 percent, or
477.5 million pounds, from 2016,
according to Dairy Products 2017,
which was released last month by
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).
That was the largest volume
increase in cheese production
since 1976, when output increased
508.8 million pounds from 1975.
Prior to last year’s 477.5-million
pound increase, the only other
year since 2000 in which cheese
production grew by more than 400
million pounds was in 2014, when
output was up 410.4 million.
In the 1990s, production actually posted increases of more than
400 million pounds three times:
1999 cheese production was up
449.1 million pounds from 1998;
1992 cheese output was up 433.4
million pounds from 1992; and
1990 cheese production was up
444.1 million pounds from 1984.
That 1992 increase followed the
last decline in cheese production;
1991 cheese output had been

2010

US Cheese Production In 2017 Grew By
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Increase Since 1976
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Cheese Production
Percentage by Type
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The Atlantic region’s share of US
cheese output last year was 12.6
percent, up from 12.4 percent in
2016 and 12.5 percent in 2015 but
down from 16 percent in 2000 and
15.3 percent in 1991.
There were 223 plants producing cheese in the Atlantic region
last year, five more than in 2016.

Another Record For Wisconsin,
California’s Output Dips Slightly
Wisconsin’s 2017 cheese production totaled a record 3.366 billion
pounds, up 3.6 percent, or 117.5
million pounds, from 2016. Wisconsin’s cheese production has
now topped 3 billion pounds for
three straight years.
Wisconsin’s cheese production
has risen by more than 1 billion
pounds since 2004, and hasn’t
declined since 2001.
Wisconsin’s share of US cheese
production last year was 26.6
percent, down from 26.7 percent
in 2016, up from 25.7 percent in
2015, unchanged from 2000, and
down from 31.5 percent in 1990,
43 percent in 1970 and 46.8 percent in 1950.
There were 132 plants producing cheese in Wisconsin last year,
four more than in 2016.
See Cheese Production, p. 17
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American-Type Cheese Output
Tops 5 Billion Pounds; Share Of
US Cheese Production Hits 40.1%

US production of American-type
cheese in 2017 reached a record
5.072 billion pounds, up 6.4 percent, or 303.1 million pounds,
from 2016’s record output.
That was the first time ever that
American-type cheese production topped 5 billion pounds. By
comparison, Italian-type cheese
production first topped 5 billion
pounds in 2015.
Last year also marked the first
time since 2012 that Americantype cheeses (Cheddar, Colby,
Monterey Jack, washed curd and
stirred curd) accounted for more
than 40 percent of total US output.
Specifically, American-type
cheeses last year accounted for
40.1 percent of US cheese production, up from 39.1 percent in 2016,
39.7 percent in 2015, 39.9 percent
in 2014 and 39.8 percent in 2013.
However, American-type
cheeses still account for a smaller
share of US cheese production
than in previous decades. Specifically, American-type cheese
accounted for 44.1 percent of US
cheese production in 2000, 47.8
percent of cheese output in 1990
and 59.6 percent of cheese production in 1980.
There were 262 plants producing American-type cheese in the
US last year, 17 more than in 2016.

Central Region’s Output Jumps
12.2%, Share Back Above 50%
American-type cheese production in the Central region last
year totaled 2.581 billion pounds,
up 12.2 percent, or 281.1 million
pounds, from 2016.
Last year, the Central region

accounted for 50.9 percent of US
American-type cheese production,
up from 48.2 percent in 2016, and
47.9 percent in 2015 but down
from 52.1 percent in 2000 and
72.9 percent in 1991.
There were 129 plants producing American-type cheese in the
Central region last year, six more
than in 2016.
The West region’s 2017 production of American-type cheese
totaled 2.165 billion pounds, down
0.4 percent from 2016.
The West last year accounted
for 42.7 percent of American-type
cheese production, down from
45.6 percent in 2016, 45.8 percent
in 2015 and 43.3 percent in 2000
but up from 21.9 percent in 1991.
There were 44 plants producing
American-type cheese in the West
region last year, unchanged from
2016.
American-type cheese production in the Atlantic region last year
totaled 325.3 million pounds, up
10.6 percent from 2016.
The Atlantic region’s share of
American-type cheese output last
year was 6.4 percent, up from 6.2
percent in 2016 and 6.3 percent
in 2015.
There were 89 plants producing American-type cheese in the
Atlantic region last year, 11 more
than in 2016.

Wisconsin Tops 1 Billion Pounds
For First Time Since 1987
American-type cheese production in Wisconsin last year totaled
1.017 billion pounds, up 5.5 percent from 2016 and the first time
that Wisconsin’s American-type
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cheese output topped 1 billion
pounds since 1987.
As recently as 2011, Wisconsin’s
American-type cheese production
was under 800 million pounds. Back
in the 1980s, Wisconsin’s American-type cheese output topped 1
billion pounds for seven consecutive years, including a record 1.159
billion pounds in 1983.
Wisconsin’s share of Americantype cheese production last year
was 20.0 percent, down from 20.2
percent in 2016, up from 19.4
percent in 2015 but down from
24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent
in 1990, 41.8 percent in 1980 and
45.8 percent in 1970.
There were 70 plants producing American-type cheese in Wisconsin last year, four more than
in 2016.
California’s 2017 American-type
cheese production totaled 632.7
million pounds, down 2.6 percent
from 2016.
California’s share of Americantype cheese production last year
was 12.5 percent, down from 13.6
percent in 2016, 13.9 percent in
2015 and 17.6 percent in 2000 but
up from 10.7 percent in 1990 and
2.0 percent in 1980.
There were 18 plants producing
American-type cheese in California
last year, unchanged from 2016.
American-type cheese production in Idaho last year totaled
605.6 million pounds, up 0.1 percent from 2016.
Idaho’s share of American-type
cheese production last year was
11.9 percent, down from 12.7 percent in 2016, 13 percent in 2015
and 13.9 percent in 2000 but up
from 3.6 percent in 1990.
There were five plants producing American-type cheese in Idaho
last year, unchanged from 2016.
Oregon’s American-type cheese
production in 2017 totaled 205.7
million pounds, up 2.8 percent
from 2016.
Oregon’s share of Americantype cheese production last year
was 4.1 percent, down from 4.2
percent in 2016.
There were six plants producing
American-type cheese in Oregon

last year, unchanged from 2016.
Iowa’s 2017 American-type
cheese production totaled 155.1
million pounds, down 4.7 percent
from 2016.
Iowa’s share of American-type
cheese output last year was 3.1
percent, down from 3.4 percent in
2016.
There were seven plants producing American-type cheese in
Production of American-Type
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Iowa last year, unchanged from
2016.
American-type cheese production in New York last year totaled
132.3 million pounds, up 2.2 percent from 2016.
New York’s share of Americantype cheese production last year
was 2.6 percent, down from 2.7
percent in 2016.
There were 25 plants producing
American-type cheese in New York
last year, four more than in 2016.
American-type cheese production in all other states last year
totaled 2.324 billion pounds, up
12.9 percent from 2016. All other
states accounted for 45.8 percent
of American-type cheese output
last year, up from 43.2 percent in
2016.
There were 131 plants producing American-type cheese in all
other states last year, nine more
than in 2016.
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Cheddar Production Sets Record;
Central Region’s Share Top 50%
US Cheddar cheese production
last year reached a record 3.721
billion pounds, up 8.4 percent, or
286.8 million pounds, from 2016’s
record output.
Cheddar output has now set a
new record for four consecutive
years.
Last year, Cheddar cheese
accounted for 29.4 percent of US
cheese production, up from 28.2
percent in 2016 and 28.7 percent
in 2015 but down from 33.3 percent in 2005, 34.1 percent in 2000,
39.3 percent in 1990, 43.9 percent
in 1980, 53.7 percent in 1970 and
71.1 percent in 1950.
There were 241 plants producing Cheddar cheese in the US last
year, 11 more than in 2016.

Central’s Share Of US Cheddar
Output Takes Big Jump
Cheddar production in the Central
region last year totaled 1.87 billion
pounds, up 16.7 percent, or 268.1
million pounds, from 2016.
The Central region’s share of US
Cheddar output last year was 50.3
percent, up from 46.7 percent in
2016, 46.8 percent in 2015, and
48.5 percent in 2000 but down
from 74.3 percent in 1991.
There were 124 plants producing Cheddar in the Central region
last year, six more than in 2016.
Cheddar production in the West
region last year totaled 1.152 billion pounds, down 0.5 percent
from 2016.
The West’s share of US Cheddar
output last year was 41.4 percent,
down from 45.1 percent in 2016
and 45.0 percent in 2015 but up
from 40 percent in 2000 and 19.8
percent in 1991.
There were 42 plants producing
Cheddar in the West region last
year, two fewer than in 2016.
The Atlantic region’s 2017 Cheddar production totaled 308.8 million pounds, up 9.6 percent from
2016.
The Atlantic’s share of US Cheddar production last year was 8.3
percent, up from 8.2 percent in
2016, unchanged from 2015, and
up from 5.7 percent in 2000 and
5.9 percent in 1991.
There were 75 plants producing Cheddar cheese in the Atlantic
region in 2017, seven more than
in 2016.
Wisconsin’s Cheddar Output Is
Highest Since 2000
Cheddar cheese production in Wisconsin last year totaled 704 million
pounds, up 6.5 percent from 2016
and the state’s highest Cheddar
output since 2000, when production was 721.3 million pounds.
Wisconsin’s Cheddar production record, 951.2 million pounds,
was set in 1983. It had reached a
recent low of 549.6 million pounds
in 2011.
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Wisconsin’s share of US Cheddar production last year was 18.9
percent, down from 19.3 percent
in 2016, up from 18.1 percent in
2015, but down from 25.6 percent
in 2000, 32.4 percent in 1990 and
48.2 percent in 1970.
There were 70 plants producing Cheddar in Wisconsin last year,
four more than in 2016.
Minnesota’s 2017 Cheddar
production totaled 560.7 million
pounds, up 13.7 percent from 2016
and the state’s highest Cheddar
output since 2000, when production totaled 604.7 million pounds.
Minnesota’s Cheddar output had
reached a recent low of 458.5 million pounds in 2011.

Minnesota’s share of US Cheddar output in 2017 was 15.1 percent, up from 14.4 percent in
2016, but down from 15.7 percent
in 2015, 21.5 percent in 2000 and
23.9 percent in 1990.
There were eight plants producing Cheddar in Minnesota last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Idaho’s 2017 Cheddar production totaled 483.4 million pounds,
up 0.7 percent from 2016 and
the state’s highest Cheddar output since 2010, when it was 553.3
million pounds. Idaho’s Cheddar
production record of 562.6 million
pounds was set in 2009.
Idaho’s share of US Cheddar
production last year was 13 percent, down from 14 percent in
2016 and 14.2 percent in 2015 but
up from 9.5 percent in 2000 and
just 2.2 percent in 1980.

There were five plants producing Cheddar in Idaho last year,
unchanged from 2016.
California’s Cheddar production last year totaled 355.5 million pounds, up 3.3 percent from
2016 but some 206 million pounds
lower than in 2002, when the
state’s Cheddar output reached a
record 561.6 million pounds.
California’s share of US Cheddar
output last year was 9.6 percent,
down from 10 percent in 2016,
10.6 percent in 2015, and 16.4
percent in 2000, but up from 9.6
percent in 1990 and just 2.1 percent in 1980.
There were 17 plants producing
Cheddar cheese in California last
year, one fewer than in 2016.
Cheddar production in Oregon
• See Cheddar Production, p.16
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Italian Cheese Output Sets Record,
Share Of Total US Output Declines
US production of Italian-type
cheese last year totaled a record
5.384 billion pounds, up 1.5 percent, or 79.5 million pounds, from
2016 and the third straight year
in which Italian cheese output
topped 5 billion pounds, according
to Dairy Products 2017, which was
released last month by USDA’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).
Italian cheese production
has more than doubled since
1994, when it totaled 2.626 billion pounds. The last time Italian
cheese production declined was
in 2008, when output of 4.12 billion pounds was down 80 million
pounds from 2007.
In 2017, Italian cheeses
accounted for 42.5 percent of
total US cheese production, down
from 43.5 percent in 2016 and
43.0 percent in 2015 but up from
39.8 percent in 2000, 36.4 percent
in 1990, 24.7 percent in 1980 and
17.9 percent in 1970.

There were 214 plants producing Italian cheese in the United
States last year, 11 more than in
2016.

West’s Italian Cheese Output Tops
2.5 Billion Pounds
Italian cheese production in the
West region last year 2.505 billion
pounds, up 0.8 percent from 2016
and the first time the West’s Italian cheese output topped 2.5 billion pounds.
The West last year accounted
for 46.5 percent of US Italian
cheese production, down from
46.8 percent in 2016 and 47.3
percent in 2015 but up from 34.6
percent in 2000 and 20.1 percent
in 1991.
There were 43 plants producing
Italian cheese in the West region
last year, one more than in 2016.
Italian cheese production in the
Central region last year totaled
2.201 billion pounds, up 3 percent
from 2016 and the third straight
year in which the Central’s Ital-
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ian cheese output topped 2 billion
pounds.
The Central region last year
accounted for 40.9 percent of US
Italian cheese production, up from
40.3 percent in 2016 and 39.9 percent in 2015 but down from 55.5
percent in 1991.
There were 89 plants producing
Italian cheese in the Central region
in 2017, six more than in 2016.
The Atlantic region’s Italian
cheese production last year totaled
677.9 million pounds, down 0.9
percent from 2016.
In 2017, the Atlantic region
accounted for 12.6 percent of US
Italian cheese production, down
from 12.9 percent in 2016 and
2015 and 24.2 percent in 1991.
There were 82 plants producing Italian cheese in the Atlantic
region in 2017, four more than in
2016.

New York’s 2017 Italian cheese
production totaled 350 million
pounds, down 4.7 percent from
2016.
New York’s share of US Italian
cheese production last year was
6.5 percent, down from 6.9 percent in 2016 and 2015, 12.7 percent in 2000 and 8.9 percent in
1990.
Production of American-Type
Cheddar vs Colby & Montery Jack
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Wisconsin Boosts Output, Share
Increases to 31.6%
Italian cheese production in Wisconsin last year totaled 1.702 billion pounds, up 3.7 percent from
2016.
Wisconsin’s Italian cheese production has more than doubled
since 1996, and has risen by more
than 1 billion pounds since 1990.
Last year, Wisconsin’s share
of US Italian cheese output was
31.6 percent, up from 31 percent
in 2016, 30.2 percent in 2015 and
27.8 percent in 2000 but down
from 32.3 percent in 1990.
There were 63 plants producing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last
year, five more than in 2016.
California’s 2017 Italian cheese
production totaled 1.616 billion
pounds, down 1 percent from
2016 and the first decline in California’s Italian cheese output since
2009, when production of 1.217
billion pounds was down 6.7 million pounds from 2008.
California’s share of US Italian
cheese production last year was 30
percent, down from 30.8 percent
in 2016 and 2015 but up from 22.1
percent in 2000 and 15.7 percent
in 1990.
There were 28 plants producing Italian cheese in California last
year, unchanged from 2016.

0

Parmesan

Provolone

Romano

There were 17 plants producing Italian cheese in New York last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Idaho’s Italian cheese production last year totaled 277 million
pounds, up 1.2 percent from 2016.
Idaho’s share of US Italian
cheese output in 2017 was 5.1
percent, down from 5.2 percent in
2016.
There were four plants producing Italian cheese in Idaho in 2017,
unchanged from 2016.
Italian cheese production in
Pennsylvania in 2017 totaled 252.4
million pounds, up 1.6 percent
from 2016.
Pennsylvania’s share of US Italian cheese production last year
was 4.7 percent, unchanged from
2016.
There were 18 plants producing
Italian cheese in Pennsylvania last
year, two more than in 2016.
Production of Italian cheese in
all other states last year totaled
1.186 billion pounds, up 4 percent
from 2016. All other states last
year accounted for 22 percent of
US Italian cheese output, up from
21.5 percent in 2016.
There were 84 plants producing
Italian cheese in all other states
last year, four more than in 2016.
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Mozzarella Production Sets
Record, But Share Of Total US
Cheese Output Falls Below 33%
US Mozzarella production in 2017
totaled a record 4.161 billion
pounds, up 1 percent from 2016
and the second straight year in
which Mozz output topped 4 billion pounds.
Despite the record production, last year marked the first
time since 2012 that Mozzarella
accounted for less than one-third
of US cheese production.
Specifically, Mozzarella last year
accounted for 32.9 percent of US
cheese output, down from 33.8
percent in 2016, 33.7 percent in
2015, 34.1 percent in 2014, 33.3
percent in 2013, and 33.2 percent
in 2012, but up from 31 percent in
2000, 28.6 percent in 1990, 17.3
percent in 1980 and 11.1 percent
in 1970.
There were 136 plants producing Mozzarella in the US last year,
eight more than in 2016.
Mozzarella production in the
West region last year totaled 2.327
billion pounds, up 0.9 percent
from 2016 and the fourth straight
year in which the West region produced more than 2 billion pounds
of Mozzarella.
The West region’s share of US
Mozzarella production last year
was 55.9 percent, down from 56
percent in 2016, unchanged from
2015 but up from 39.4 percent in
2000 and 22.8 percent in 1991.
There were 33 plants producing
Mozzarella in the West region last
year, unchanged from 2016.
The Central region’s 2017 Mozzarella production totaled 1.395
billion pounds, up 1.7 percent
from 2016.
The Central region last year
accounted for 33.5 percent of US
Mozzarella output, up from 33.3
percent in 2016, unchanged from
2015, but down from 34.2 percent in 2013 and 57.2 percent in
1991.
There were 58 plants producing
Mozzarella in the Central region
last year, four more than in 2016.
Mozzarella production in the
Atlantic region last year totaled

439.1 million pounds, down 0.1
percent from 2016.
The Atlantic region’s share of
US Mozzarella production last year
was 10.6 percent, down from 10.7
percent in 2016, unchanged from
2015, but down from 20.8 percent
in 2000 and 20.0 percent in 1991.
There were 45 plants producing
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region
last year, four more than in 2016.

California’s Mozz Output Falls,
Wisconsin’s Sets New Record
Mozzarella production in California last year totaled 1.472 billion
pounds, down 1.3 percent from
2016 but still the fourth straight
year in which California’s Mozz
arella output topped 1.4 billion
pounds.
California’s share of US Mozzarella production last year was 35.4
percent, down from 36.2 percent
in 2016 and 35.8 percent in 2015
but up from 24.1 percent in 2000,
18.4 percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent in 1980.
There were 25 plants producing
Mozzarella in California in 2017,
one more than in 2016.
Wisconsin’s 2017 Mozzarella
production totaled a record 1.109
billion pounds, up 1.5 percent
from 2016 and the third straight
year in which Wisconsin’s Mozzarella cheese output topped 1 billion pounds.
Wisconsin’s share of US Mozzarella production last year was 26.7
percent, up from 26.5 percent in
2016, 26.4 percent in 2015 and
25.9 percent in 2000 but down
from 32.3 percent in 1990 and
29.4 percent in 1980.
There were 39 plants producing
Mozzarella in Wisconsin last year,
one more than in 2016.
Idaho’s 2017 Mozzarella production totaled 262.9 million
pounds, up 2.6 percent from the
year earlier.
Idaho’s share of US Mozzarella
production last year was 6.3 percent, up from 6.2 percent in 2016
and 6.1 percent in 2015.
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For more information, visit www.kuselequipment.com
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There were three plants producing Mozzarella cheese in Idaho
last year, unchanged from the year
earlier.
Mozzarella production in Pennsylvania last year totaled 218.3
million pounds, up 2.7 percent
from 2016.
Pennsylvania’s share of Unites
States Mozzarella output last year
was 5.2 percent, unchanged from
2016.
There were eight plants producing Mozzarella in Pennsylvania in
2017, two more than in 2016.
New York’s 2017 Mozzarella
production totaled 185.1 million
pounds, down 5.6 percent from
2016.

New York’s share of US Mozzarella output in 2017 was 4.4 percent, down from 4.8 percent in
2016.
There were 12 plants producing
Mozzarella in New York last year,
one fewer than in 2016.
Mozzarella production in all
other states last year totaled 913.3
million pounds, up 5.1 percent
from 2016.
All other states accounted for
22 percent of US Mozzarella output last year, up from 21.1 percent
in 2016.
There were 49 plants producing Mozzarella cheese in all other
states in 2017, five more than in
2016.

COOKERS
The Widest Range of Models in
Traditional and Waterless Technologies
Year after year, our industry-leading cookers
have provided cheesemakers with the
control and technology needed to produce
the finest pasta filata cheese in the world.
Our single-auger, dual-auger, and dry cooker
lines feature solutions for all production
volumes, with long residence times for
improved fat retention, unprecedented
reliability, and maximum yields.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US ON THE WEB AT

www.johnsonindint.com

For more information, visit www.johnsonindint.com
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Swiss, Hispanic, Muenster, Feta, Gouda,
Blue, Cream Cheese Output Increases
US production of Cream and Neufchatel cheese last year totaled a
record 942.9 million pounds, up
3.7 percent from 2016 and the second straight year in which Cream
and Neufchatel output topped 900
million pounds.
In 2017, Cream and Neufchatel
accounted for 7.4 percent of US
cheese production, down from 7.5
percent in 2016. There were 37
plants producing Cream and Neufchatel cheese in the US last year,
four more than in 2016.
Swiss cheese production last
year totaled 316.7 million pounds,
up 1.5 percent from 2016. Swiss
cheese last year accounted for 2.5
percent of total US cheese output
last year, down from 2.6 percent
in 2016.
There were 62 plants producing
Swiss cheese in the US last year,
three more than in 2016.
Ohio’s 2017 Swiss cheese production totaled 154.9 million
pounds, up 3.4 percent from 2016.
Ohio’s share of US Swiss cheese
output last year was 48.9 percent,
up from 48.0 percent in 2016 and
47.1 percent in 2015.
There were 13 plants producing Swiss cheese in Ohio last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Swiss cheese production in Wisconsin last year totaled 16.7 million pounds, down 8.4 percent
from 2016. Wisconsin’s share of
US Swiss cheese output was 5.3

percent in 2017, down from 5.8
percent in 2016.
There were 11 plants producing Swiss cheese in Wisconsin last
year, two more than in 2016.
Pennsylvania’s 2017 Swiss
cheese production totaled 10.4
million pounds, up 22.4 percent
from 2016. Pennsylvania last year
accounted for 3.3 percent of US
Swiss cheese output, up from 2.7
percent in 2016.
There were 11 plants producing Swiss cheese in Pennsylvania
in 2017, two more than in 2016.
Swiss cheese production in all
other states in 2017 totaled 134.8
million pounds, down 0.6 percent from 2016. All other states
accounted for 42.6 percent of US
Swiss cheese output last year,
down from 43.5 percent in 2016.
There were 27 plants producing
Swiss cheese in all other states last
year, one fewer than in 2016.

Hispanic Cheese Production Set
Another Record In 2017
Outout of Hispanic cheese in 2017
totaled a record 286.9 million
pounds, up 8.3 percent from 2016.
Hispanic cheese production has
increased by more than 100 million pounds since 2006, has more
than doubled since 2004, and has
risen by almost 220 million pounds
since NASS first started tracking production in 1996 (when it
totaled 67.4 million pounds).

SUPERIOR
RESULTS
WITH RELCO CHEESEMAKING SOLUTIONS.
RELCO provides a wide variety of cheese making equipment and
systems for a comprehensive cheese plant design. Our cheesetechnology experts will design a process that is customized to meet
your specific needs. We focus on alternative thinking to ensure our
customers experience superior results.

Learn more about RELCO solutions at

relco.net/cheesereporter.
Contact a RELCO expert today:

320.231.2210
sales@relco.net


relco.net

For more information, visit www.relco.net/cheesereporter.com

Other Cheese Types Production - 2017
Product

State

Swiss

Ohio

Swiss

Wisconsin

Swiss

Pennsylvania

Swiss

Other

Swiss

Output
millions

Percent Change

154.9

3.4

16.7

-8.4

10.4

22.4

134.8

-0.6

Total US

316.7 m

1.5

Hipanic Cheese

California

135.9

8.7

Hispanic Cheese

Wisconsin

91.4

7.0

Hispanic Cheese

Other

59.6

9.5

Hispanic Cheese

Total US

286.9

8.3

Muenster

Wisconsin

61.7

2.4

Muenster

Total US

187.8

3.6

Cream/Neufchatel

Total US

942.9

3.7

Brick

Total US

2.4

-14.9
0.6

Feta

Total US

127.7

Blue/Gorgonzola

Total US

91.3

0.5

Gouda

Total US

65.4

11.6

All Other

Total US

182.1

Hispanic cheese accounted for
2.3 percent of total US cheese production last year, up from 2.2 percent in 2016. There were 61 plants
producing Hispanic cheese in the
US last year, unchanged from 2016
but up from 29 plants back in 1996.
California’s Hispanic cheese
production totaled 135.9 million
pounds, up 8.7 from 2016. California’s share of Hispanic cheese output last year was 47.4 percent, up
from 47.2 percent in 2016.
There were 13 plants producing
Hispanic cheese in California last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Wisconsin’s Hispanic cheese
production last year totaled 91.4
million pounds, up 7 percent from
2016. Wisconsin’s share of Hispanic cheese production in 2017
was 31.9 percent, down from 32.2
percent in 2016.
There were 12 plants producing
Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin last
year, one fewer than in 2016.
Hispanic cheese production in
all other states last year totaled
59.6 million pounds, up 9.5 percent from 2016. There were 36
plants producing Hispanic cheese
in all other states in 2017, two
more than in 2016.

Muenster, Feta Set Records; Brick
Production Declines
US production of Muenster in 2017
was a record 187.8 million pounds,
up 3.6 percent from 2016. Muenster output has risen by almost 110
million pounds since 2005, when it
totaled 77.9 million pounds.
There were 39 plants producing
Muenster in the US last year, one
more than in 2016.
Wisconsin’s 2017 Muenster
production totaled 61.7 million
pounds, up 2.4 percent from 2016.
There were 19 plants producing
Muenster in Wisconsin last year,
one fewer than in 2016.
Muenster production in all other
states last year totaled 126.1 million pounds, up 4.1 percent from
2016. There were 20 plants producing Muenster in all other states
last year, two more than in 2016.
Brick cheese production last
year totaled 2.4 million pounds,

down 14.9 percent from 2016.
There were 23 plants producing
Brick cheese in the US last year,
four more than in 2016.
Blue and Gorgonzola cheese last
year totaled 91.3 million pounds,
up 0.5 percent from 2016 but more
than 3 million pounds lower than
in 2015, when output reached a
record high of 94.5 million pounds.
There were 53 plants producing
Blue and Gorgonzola last year.
Feta production last year totaled
a record 127.7 million pounds, up
0.6 percent from 2016. There were
48 plants one more than in 2016.
Gouda production in 2017
totaled a record 65.4 million
pounds, up 11.6 percent from
2016 and up more than 46 million
pounds since 2010. There were 79
plants producing Gouda in the US
last year, 11 more than in 2016.
Production of all other cheeses
in the US last year totaled 182.1
million pounds. There were 216
plants producing all other types
of cheese in the US in 2017, five
fewer than in 2016.

Processed Cheese, Cold Pack
Cheese Production Rises
Production of processed cheeses
and combinations last year totaled
2.373 billion pounds, up 2.5 percent
from 2016. There were 49 plants
producing processed cheeses and
combinations in the US last year,
two more than in 2016.
Production of processed cheese
last year totaled 1.752 billion
pounds, up 7.4 percent from 2016.
There were 30 plants producing
processed cheese in the US last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Last year, production of processed cheese foods and spreads
totaled 587.3 million pounds,
down 10.3 percent from 2016.
There were 23 plants producing processed cheese foods and
spreads in the US last year.
Cold pack cheese and cheese
foods production last year totaled
34.4 million pounds, up 12.2 percent from 2016. There were 14
plants producing cold pack cheese
and cheese foods in the US last
year, one more than in 2016.
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Butter Production Rose 0.4% But
Fell Short Of Record; NDM Rose

West’s Output, Share Decline
Butter production in the West
region totaled 865.6 million
pounds, down 3.2 percent from
2016 and the fifth straight decline
in the West’s butter output.
The West’s share of US butter
production last year was 46.9 percent, down from 48.6 percent in
2016 and 50.3 percent in 2015 but
up from 42.4 percent in 2000 and
34.6 percent in 1991.
There were 25 plants producing
butter in the West region last year,
one fewer than in 2016.
The Central region’s butter
production totaled 781.9 million
pounds, up 3.4 percent from 2016.
The Central region last year
accounted for 42.3 percent of US
butter production, up from 41.1
percent in 2016, 39.9 percent in
2015 and 34.9 percent in 2000, but
down from 52.5 percent in 1991.
There were 35 plants producing butter in the Central region in
2017, one more than in 2016.
Butter production in the Atlantic
region totaled 200 million pounds,
up 6 percent from 2016.
The Atlantic region last year
accounted for 10.8 percent of US
production, up from 10.3 percent
in 2016 but down from 12.8 percent in 1991. There were 37 plants
producing butter in the Atlantic
last year, six more than in 2016.
California’s Butter Production
Declines Again
Butter production in California in
2017 totaled 534.4 million pounds,
down 5.1 percent from 2016 and
the fifth straight decline in California’s butter output. At 534.4
million pounds, California’s butter
output in 2017 was at its lowest
level since 2009, when it totaled
520.3 million pounds.
California’s butter production
had reached a record high of 654.2
million pounds in 2012.
California’s share of US butter
production last year was 28.9 percent, down from 30.6 percent in
2016 and 31.4 percent in 2015 but

up from 27.8 percent in 2000 and
16.2 percent in 1980.
There were 13 plants producing
butter in California in 2017, one
fewer than in 2016.
Pennsylvania’s 2017 production
totaled 92.3 million pounds, down
3.4 percent from 2016. Pennsylvania’s share of US butter output last
year was 5 percent, down from 5.2
percent in 2016.
There were seven plants producing butter in Pennsylvania last
year, two more than in 2016.
Butter production in New York
last year totaled 27.6 million
pounds, up 0.4 percent from 2016
New York’s share of US butter
output in 2017 was 1.5 percent,
unchanged from 2016.
There were eight plants producing butter in New York in 2017,
unchanged from 2016.
Production in all other states in
2017 totaled 1.193 billion pounds,
up 3.5 percent from 2016. All other
states accounted for 64.6 percent
of US butter output last year, up
from 62.7 percent in 2016.
There were 69 plants producing
butter in all other states last year,
five more than in 2016.

Nonfat Dry Milk Output Rises
US production of nonfat dry milk
last year totaled 1.835 billion
pounds, up 4.7 percent from 2016
and the highest level of NDM production since 1965, when output
was 1.989 billion pounds.
There were 51 plants producing
NDM in the US last year, one more
than in 2016.
Nonfat dry milk production in
the West region last year totaled
1.118 billion pounds, up 5.8 percent from 2016. The West’s share
of NDM output was 60.9 percent,
up from 60.3 percent in 2016.

cip-able sanitary
divert valve

US butter production in 2017
totaled 1.847 billion pounds, up
0.4 percent from 2016 and the seventh straight year in which butter
output topped 1.8 billion pounds.
Butter output in each of those
seven years has fallen short of
the all-time record of 1.872 billion
pounds, set in 1941.
The last time butter production
was under 1.8 billion pounds was in
2010, when it totaled 1.564 billion
pounds. It reached a recent high of
1.863 billion pounds in 2013, then
declined for three straight years
before increasing last year.
There were 97 plants producing
butter in the US last year, six more
than in 2016.
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Total Butter
and Nonfat
Dry Milk
Production
Region
West

California

Output
Millions

Percent
Change

2017 Share

2016
Share

Butter

534.4

-5.1

28.9

30.6

NDM

562.0

-0.9

30.6

32.4

Butter Output

Percent Change

2017 Share

2016 Share

865.6 m

-3.2

46.9

48.6

Central

781.9

3.4

42.3

41.1

Atlantic

200.0

6.0

10.8

10.3

1.856 bill lbs

-0.3

U.S. Total

Region

NDM Output

Percent Change

2017 Share

2016 Share

West

1.118 b

5.8

60.9

60.3

Atlantic

359.6 m

1.4

19.6

20.2

357.2

4.7

19.5

19.5

1.835 b

4.7

Central
U.S. Total

There were 24 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in the West region
in 2017, unchanged from 2016.
The Atlantic region’s 2017 NDM
production totaled 359.6 million
pounds, up 1.4 percent from 2016.
The Atlantic’s share of NDM last
year was 19.6 percent, down from
20.2 percent in 2016. There were
10 plants producing NDM in the
Atlantic region in 2017.
Nonfat dry milk production in
the Central region last year totaled
357.2 million pounds, up 4.7 percent from 2016.
The Central’s share of US NDM
production in 2017 was 19.5 percent, unchanged from 2016. There
were 17 plants producing nonfat
dry milk in the Central region in
2017, two more than in 2016.
California’s NDM production
totaled 562 million pounds, down
0.9 percent from 2016. California’s
share of US NDM output last year
was 30.6 percent, down from 32.4
percent in 2016 and 38.5 percent
in 2015.
There were 11 plants producing
NDM last year.
Pennsylvania’s production of
NDM totaled 183.8 million pounds,
down 0.3 percent from 2016. The
state’s share of US nonfat dry milk
output last year was 10 percent,
down from 10.5 percent in 2016.

There were four plants producing NDM in Pennsylvania in 2017.
Nonfat dry milk production in
all other states last year totaled
1.089 billion pounds, up 8.8 percent from 2016. All other states
accounted for 59.4 percent of US
NDM output in 2017, up from 57.1
percent in 2016.
There were 36 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in all other states
last year, unchanged from 2016.

Other Dry Milk Products
Output of skim milk powder last
year totaled 529.6 million pounds,
down 5.3 percent from 2016.
There were 15 plants producing
skim milk powder last year.
Dry whole milk production in
2017 totaled 122.4 million pounds,
up 24.7 percent from 2016. There
were 15 plants producing dry
whole milk in the US in 2017.
Production of milk protein concentrate last year totaled 139 million pounds, up 10.6 percent from
2016. There were 12 plants producing MPCs in the US last year,
one more than in 2016.
Dry buttermilk production last
year totaled 112.9 million pounds,
up 3 percent from 2016. There
were 24 plants producing dry buttermilk in the US in 2017, one
fewer than in 2016.

usda approved
cip-able for:
cheese curd
powders
iqf products

available in sizes 4”-10” at a competitive price!
automating with innovation
APPROVED

www.loosmachine.com
For more information, visit www.loosmachine.com
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Dry Whey, Lactose, WPC And WPI
Production All Increased in 2017
US production of dry whey,
human, in 2017 totaled 1.017 billion pounds, up 9.1 percent from
2016 and the first time since 2008
that production of dry whey,
human, topped 1.0 billion pounds.
Production of dry whey, human,
had reached a recent low of 856
million pounds in 2014. The record
high, 1.105 billion pounds, was set
in 2000.
There were 31 plants producing
dry whey, human, in the US last
year, one more than in 2016.
Production of dry whey, human,
in the Central region last year
totaled 486.8 million pounds, up
8 percent from 2016. The Central
region’s share of US output of dry
whey, human, in 2017 was 47.9
percent, down from 48.3 percent
in 2016.
There were 16 plants producing
dry whey, human, in the Central
region in 2017, unchanged from
2016.
The West’s 2017 production of
dry whey, human, totaled 271.3
million pounds, up 17.8 percent
from 2016. The West’s share of US
production of dry whey, human,
last year was 26.7 percent, up
from 24.7 percent in 2016.
There were eight plants producing dry whey, human, in the West
region last year, one more than in
2016.
Production of dry whey, human,

in the Atlantic region in 2017
totaled 259.2 million pounds, up
2.8 percent from 2016. The Atlantic’s share of US output of dry
whey, human, last year was 25.5
percent, down from 27.0 percent
in 2016.
There were seven plants producing dry whey, human, in the Atlantic region last year, unchanged
from 2016.
Wisconsin’s 2017 production of
dry whey, human, totaled 345.6
million pounds, up 10.4 percent
from 2016. Wisconsin’s 2017 share
of US output of dry whey, human,
was 34 percent, up from 33.6 percent in 2016.
There were 10 plants producing dry whey, human, in Wisconsin
last year, unchanged from 2016.
Production of dry whey, human,
in New York last year totaled 149.2
million pounds, up 0.1 percent
from 2016. New York’s share of US
output of dry whey, human, last
year was 14.7 percent, down from
16 percent in 2016.
There were five plants producing dry whey, human, in New York
last year, unchanged from 2016.
Production of dry whey, human,
in all other states last year totaled
522.5 million pounds, up 11 percent from 2016. Other states
accounted for 51.4 percent of US
output of dry whey, human, last
year, up from 50.5 percent in 2016.

Powder Processing

Evaporator and Spray Dryer Systems
for Safe, Efficient, Sanitary Processing

Engineering solutions and exceptional
technical support is what we
provide when it comes to your
evaporator and spray dryer system.
EDT innovative technologies designed to handle today’s process
requirements for safe, efficient,
sanitary processing.

�
�
�
�
�
�
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Whey and Whey Permeate
Lactose
WPC
Milk Powders
Cheese Powders
Infant Formula

Evaporator Dryer Technologies, Inc.
715.796.2313 • 715.796.2378 - FAX
E-mail: info@evapdryertech.com •
1805 Ridgeway Street • Hammond, WI 54015
www.evapdryertech.com

For more information, visit www.evapdryertech.com
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Production

2017
Output

Percent
Change

529.6

-5.3

Milk Protein
Concentrate

139.0 m

10.6

Dry Whole Milk

122.4 m

24.7

Dry Buttermilk

112.9 m

3.0

Dry Whey
(Human)

1.017 b

9.1

Lactose

1.124 b

2.3

Whey Protein
Concentrate 50 89.9

304.4 m

4.5

Whey Protein
Isolates

116.8 m

5.0
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400
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There were 16 plants producing dry whey, human, in all other
states in 2017, one more than in
2016.
US production of lactose, human
and animal, last year totaled 1.124
billion pounds, up 2.3 percent from
2016 but 8.9 million pounds below
the record high of 1.133 billion
pounds, set in 2014. Lactose production has now topped 1 billion
pounds for seven straight years.
There were 30 plants producing lactose, human and animal, in
the US last year, unchanged from
2016.
Production of whey protein concentrate, human and animal, last
year totaled 484.3 million pounds,
up 3.4 percent from 2016.
Within the WPC category last

year, production and plant numbers, with comparisons to 2016,
were as follows:
WPC 25.0-49.9 percent: 179.9
million pounds, up 1.6 percent; 19
plants, three fewer than in 2016.
WPC 50.0-89.9 percent: 304.4
million pounds, up 4.5 percent; 34
plants, one fewer than in 2016.
WPC human: 477.2 million
pounds, up 2.6 percent; 44 plants,
three fewer than in 2016.
WPC animal: 7.1 million pounds,
up 98.8 percent; 18 plants, one
fewer than in 2016.
US production of whey protein
isolates last year totaled 116.8
million pounds, up 5 percent from
2016. There were 18 plants producing WPI in the US last year, one
more than in 2016.

Sour Cream Production Set Record In 2017;
Creamed Cottage Cheese Output Up, Lowfat Down
Regular Ice Cream Output
Drops; Lowfat Ice Cream
Up; Frozen Yogurt Declines

US sour cream production last
year totaled a record 1.387 billion
pounds, up 1 percent, or 13.1 million pounds, from 2016.
That was the fourth straight
year in which sour cream production set a new record, and also the
fourth consecutive year in which
sour cream production topped 1.3
billion pounds.
There were 112 plants producing sour cream in the US last year,
three fewer than in 2016.
Regional sour cream production in 2017, with comparisons
to 2016, was as follows: Central,
679.4 million pounds, up 6.4 percent; West, 402.2 million pounds,
down 5.3 percent; and Atlantic
region, 305.5 million pounds was
down 1.6 percent.
Sour cream production last
year in the states broken out by
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, with comparisons
to 2016, was: New York, 270.4
million pounds, down 2 percent;
California, 195.3 million pounds,
down 2 percent; Ohio, 178.2 million pounds, up 70.4 percent;
Illinois, 53.2 million pounds, up

15 percent; Oregon, 16.8 million
pounds, down 18.7 percent; and
Pennsylvania, 2 million pounds,
down 3 percent.
Sour cream output last year in
all other states totaled 671.1 million pounds, down 7.5 percent
from 2016.
Production of creamed cottage
cheese last year totaled 330.5 million pounds, up 0.3 percent from
2016. Lowfat cottage cheese output in 2017 totaled 344.4 million
pounds, down 6.4 percent from
2016.
Regular ice cream production
in 2017 totaled 901.7 million gallons, down 0.5 percent from 2016.
Lowfat ice cream output last year
totaled 459.8 million gallons, up
5.5 percent from 2016.
Frozen yogurt production in
2017 totaled 62.5 million gallons,
down 6.4 percent from 2016.

Copies of Cheese Reporter
Dairy Production Extra
are available
Call: 608-246-8430;
E: info@cheesereporter.com
or by download at
www.cheesereporter.com/
dpe2018.htm
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Yogurt Production Rose In 2017
After Declining In 2015 And 2016

State

Output
millions

Percent
Change

2017
Share

2016
Share

4

New York

706.8 m

4.4

15.8

15.2

3

California

442.4

12

9.9

8.9

2

Oregon

49.2

-6.3

1.1

1.2

Texas

34.3

-32.4

0.8

1.1

Other

3.246 b

-1.2

72.5

73.6

5

1
0

2017

2010

2005

Region

2000

1995

last year was 1.1 percent, down
from 1.2 percent in 2016.
There were three plants producing yogurt in Oregon last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Yogurt production in the state
of Texas last year totaled 34.3 million pounds, down 32.4 percent
from 2016.
Texas’ share of United States
yogurt output last year was 0.8
percent, down from 1.1 percent
in 2016.
There were three plants producing yogurt in Texas in 2017,
one fewer than in 2016.
Yogurt production in all other
states last year totaled 3.246 billion pounds, down 1.2 percent
from 2016.

Yogurt Production
1989 Column1
- 2017

1989

US production of yogurt, plain and
flavored, in 2017 totaled 4.478
billion pounds, up 0.4 percent, or
just under 20 million pounds, from
2016.
That was the first increase in
yogurt production since 2014,
when output reached a record
high of 4.757 billion pounds.
USDA’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) started
tracking yogurt production in
1989, when it totaled 912.4 million pounds.
It has declined just four times
since then: in 1996 and 1997, and
then in 2015 and 2016.
Yogurt production has now
topped 4 billion pounds for eight
consecutive years.
There were 170 plants producing yogurt in the US last year, eight
more than in 2016.
Yogurt production in the Central region last year totaled 1.843
billion pounds, down 6.8 percent
from 2016.
The Central region’s 2017 share
of US yogurt output was 41.2 percent, down from 44.4 percent in
2016.
There were 43 plants producing
yogurt in the Central region last
year, two more than in 2016.
The Atlantic region’s 2017
yogurt production totaled 1.355
billion pounds, up 6.8 percent
from 2016. The Atlantic’s share of
US yogurt production last year was
30.3 percent, up from 28.8 percent in 2016.
There were 89 plants producing
yogurt in the Atlantic region last
year, six more than in 2016.
Yogurt production in the West
region in 2017 totaled 1.28 billion
pounds, up 5.7 percent from 2016.
The West’s share of 2017 yogurt
output was 28.6 percent, up from
26.9 percent in 2016.
There were 38 plants producing yogurt in the West region last
year, unchanged from 2016.
New York’s 2017 yogurt production totaled 706.8 million pounds,
up 4.4 percent from 2016. New
York last year accounted for 15.8
percent of United States yogurt
output, up from 15.2 percent in
2016.
There were 39 plants producing
yogurt in New York last year, two
more than in 2016.
California’s yogurt production
last year totaled 442.4 million
pounds, up 12 percent from 2016.
California’s share of US yogurt output in 2017 was 9.9 percent, up
from 8.9 percent in 2016.
There were 20 plants producing
yogurt in California last year, one
fewer than in 2016.
Oregon’s 2017 yogurt production totaled 49.2 million pounds,
down 6.3 percent from 2016. Oregon’s share of US yogurt output
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Output

Percent Change

2016 Share

2015 Share

Central

1.843 b

-6.8

41.2

44.4

Atlantic

1.355 b

6.8

30.3

28.8

West

1.28 b

5.7

28.6

26.9

U.S. Total

4.478 b

0.4

All other states accounted for
72.5 percent of US yogurt output
last year, down from 73.6 percent
in 2016.

There were 105 plants producing yogurt in all other states in
2017, eight more yogurt plants
than in 2016.

DELIVERING LEADING EDGE SOLUTIONS TO THE
BEST IN THE INDUSTRY WITH PASSION AND COMMITMENT
Exceptional customer
service from design
to installation.

Innovation solutions
for every project,
big or small.

Custom fabrication
and engineering
expertise.

BOOTH #417

Check Out Our New Site!

For more information, visit www.APT-Inc.com
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Cheddar Production
Continue from 9

last year totaled 172.8 million
pounds, down 0.7 percent.
Oregon’s share of US Cheddar
output was 4.6 percent last year.
There were six plants producing
Cheddar in Oregon last year.
Vermont’s 2017 Cheddar production totaled 101.3 million
pounds, up 10 percent from 2016.
There were 10 plants producing Cheddar in Vermont last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Cheddar output in all other
states in 2017 totaled 1.25 billion pounds, up 14.2 percent from
2016. All other states accounted
for 33.6 percent last year, up from
31.9 percent in 2016.
There were 118 plants producing Cheddar in all other states in
2017, eight more than in 2016.

Another Record For Other
American-Type Cheeses
Production of other (non-Cheddar) American-type cheeses last
year totaled a record 1.351 billion
pounds, up 1.2 percent from 2016
Other American-type cheeses
accounted for 10.7 percent of US
cheese production last year, down
from 11.0 percent in 2016, 2015
and 2014 but up from 10.0 percent
in 2000 and 8.5 percent in 1990.
There were 161 plants producing other American-type cheeses
in the US in 2017, 12 more than
in 2016.
Production of other American-

type cheeses in the Central region
last year totaled 711.1 million
pounds, up 1.9 percent from
2016. The Central region last year
accounted for 52.6 percent of US
output of other American-type
cheeses, up from 52.3 percent in
2016.
There were 86 plants producing other American-type cheeses
in the Central region last year, two
more than in 2016.
The West region’s production of
other American-type cheese last
year totaled 623.1 million pounds,
down 0.1 percent from 2016. The
West’s share of other Americantype cheese production last year
was 46.1 percent.
There were 26 plants producing
other American-type cheese in the
West region last year, three more
than in 2016.
Production of other American-type cheeses in the Atlantic region last year totaled 16.5
million pounds, up 31.4 percent
from 2016. The Atlantic’s share of
national output was 1.2 percent,
up from 0.9 percent in 2016.
There were 49 plants producing
other American-type cheeses in
the Atlantic region in 2017, seven
more than in 2016.
Wisconsin’s 2017 production
of other American-type cheeses
totaled 312.6 million pounds, up
3.4 percent from 2016. Wisconsin’s share of US output of other
American-type cheeses last year
was 23.1 percent, up from 22.7
percent in 2016.
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Cheddar Cheese Production - 2017
Share of Total Cheese
Production

State

Cheddar
29.4%
Other
Cheese
70.6%

Region

Output

Percent
Change

2017
Share

2016
Share

Wisconsin

704.0

6.5

18.9

19.3

Minnesota

560.7

13.7

15.1

14.4

Idaho

483.4

0.7

13.0

14.0

California

355.5

3.3

9.6

10.0

Oregon

172.8

-0.7

4.6

5.1

Vermont

101.3

10.0

2.7

2.7

Iowa

93.8

-2.3

2.5

2.8

Other

1.25 b

14.2

33.6

31.9

Output

Percent Change

2017 Share

2016 Share

Central

1.87 b

16.7

50.3

46.7

West

1.152 b

-0.5

41.4

45.1

Atlantic

308.8 m

9.6

8.3

8.2

U.S. Total

3.721 b

8.4

29.4

28.2

There were 52 plants producing other American-type cheeses
in Wisconsin last year, one more
than in 2016.
California’s production of other
American-type cheeses last year
totaled 277.2 million pounds,
down 9.3 percent from 2016. California’s share of US output in 2017
was 20.5 percent, down from 22.9
percent in 2016.
There were 13 plants producing
other American-type cheeses in
California in 2017, one more than
in 2016.
Idaho’s production of other
American-type cheese last year
totaled 122.2 million pounds,
down 2.2 percent from 2016. Ida-

ho’s share of US output in 2017
was 9 percent, down from 9.4 percent in 2016.
There were two plants producing other American-type cheeses
in Idaho last year, unchanged from
2016.
Production of other Americantype cheeses in all other states last
year totaled 638.7 million pounds,
up 6.2 percent from 2016.
All other states accounted for
47.3 percent of US production last
year, up from 45.1 percent the
year earlier.
There were 94 plants producing other American-type cheeses
in the US last year, 12 more than
in 2016.

Paced By Parmesan And Romano, Production
Of Hard Italian Cheeses Continues To Grow
Production of Italian cheeses other
than Mozzarella last year totaled
1.223 billion pounds, up 3.1 percent from 2016.
Other Italian cheeses accounted
for 9.7 percent of US production in
2017, unchanged from 2016 but
up from 9.2 percent in 2015.
US production of soft Italian
cheeses last year, including Mozzarella, Ricotta and others, totaled
4.427 billion pounds, up 0.7 percent from 2016.
Ricotta production totaled 239
million pounds, down 5.2 percent
from 2016; and output of other
soft Italian cheeses totaled 26.9
million pounds up 7.9 percent
from 2016. There were 57 plants
producing Ricotta in the US last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Output of hard Italian cheeses
last year totaled 957.3 million
pounds, up 5.3 percent from 2016.
Hard Italian production in the
Central region last year totaled
686.3 million pounds, up 7.1 percent from 2016. The Central region
last year accounted for 71.7 percent of hard Italian cheese output,
up from 70.5 percent in 2016.
The West’s 2017 hard Italian
cheese production totaled 170.6
million pounds, down 0.4 percent
from 2016. The West’s share of
US hard Italian cheese output last
year was 17.8 percent, down from

18.8 percent in 2016.
Hard Italian cheese production
in the Atlantic region last year
totaled 100.4 million pounds, up
3.2 percent from 2016. The Atlantic region last year accounted for
10.5 percent of US hard Italian
cheese production, down from
10.7 percent in 2016.
Parmesan production last year
was a record 450.6 million pounds,
up 10.6 percent, or 43.3 million
pounds, from 2016. Parmesan output has increased by more than
111 million pounds since 2015, by
almost 217 million pounds since
2010 and by just under 300 million
pounds since 2005. There were 53
plants producing Parmesan in the
US last year, eight more than in
2016 and 25 more than in 2008.
US Provolone production last
year totaled 396.1 million pounds,
down 1.4 percent from 2016.
There were 39 plants producing Provolone in the US last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Romano production last year
totaled 58.3 million pounds, up
11.2 percent from 2016. There
were 26 plants producing Romano
in the US last year, unchanged
from 2016.
Production of other hard Italian
cheeses in the US last year totaled
52.3 million pounds, up 8.8 percent from 2016.
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Output

Percent
Change

2017
Share

2016
Share

Wisconsin

3.366 b

3.6

26.6

26.7

California

2.513 b

-0.1

19.9

20.6

Idaho

958.7 m

0.4

7.6

7.8

860.7

4.2

6.8

6.8

New York

12

New Mexico

765.8

-1.3

6.0

6.4

11

Minnesota

713.0

8.5

5.6

5.4

10
9

Pennsylvania

411.5

2.0

3.3

3.3

South Dakota

282.3

2.4

2.2

2.3

Iowa

256.7

1.0

2.0

2.1

Ohio

222.0

3.2

1.8

1.8

7

Vermont

142.9

8.3

1.1

1.1

6

Illinois

82.4

1.1

0.7

0.7

New Jersey

57.7

-0.6

0.5

0.5

Other

1.82

15.0

14.4

13.0

8

5

2017

Region

2007

Minnesota Sets Record; Output Up
In PA, SD, IA, OH, OR, VT, IL
Cheese production in Minnesota
last year totaled a record 713 million pounds, up 8.5 percent from
2016 and the first time the state’s
cheese output topped 700 million
pounds. Minnesota’s old cheese
production record, 693.1 million
pounds, was set back in 2000.
Minnesota’s share of US cheese
production last year was 5.6 percent, up from 5.4 percent in 2016
but down from 5.7 percent in 2015
and 8.4 percent in 2000.
There were 11 plants producing cheese in Minnesota last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Pennsylvania’s cheese production totaled 411.5 million pounds,
up 2 percent from 2016 and the
first increase in the state’s cheese
output since 2013, when it reached
a record 427 million pounds.
Pennsylvania’s share of US
cheese last year was 3.3 percent,
unchanged from 2016 but down
from 3.5 percent in 2015.
There were 44 plants producing
cheese in Pennsylvania last year,
three more than in 2016.
Cheese production in South
Dakota in 2017 totaled a record
282.3 million pounds, up 2.4 percent from 2016. The state’s previous production record, 278.3
million pounds, was set in 2015.
South Dakota’s share of US
cheese production last year was
2.2 percent, down from 2.3 percent in 2016.
There were seven plants producing cheese in South Dakota last
year, unchanged from 2016.
Iowa’s 2017 cheese production
totaled 256.7 million pounds, up 1
percent from 2016 and the state’s
highest cheese output since 2014.
Iowa’s share of US cheese production last year was 2 percent,
down from 2.1 percent in 2016.
There were 10 plants producing cheese in Iowa last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Ohio’s 2017 cheese production totaled a record 222 million
pounds, up 3.2 percent from 2016.
Ohio’s share of US cheese production last year was 1.8 percent,
unchanged from 2016.
There were 19 plants producing cheese in Ohio last year, one
fewer than in 2016.
Cheese production in Oregon
last year totaled 206.7 million
pounds, up 2.6 percent from 2016.
Oregon’s share of US cheese output last year was 1.6 percent,
down from 1.7 percent in 2016.
There were eight plants producing cheese in Oregon last year,
unchanged from 2016.
Vermont’s cheese output
totaled 142.9 million pounds, up
8.3 percent from 2016 and the
state’s highest cheese output
since 2008.

State

Total Cheese
Column1
Production

1997

Idaho, New York Set Records;
Output Falls In New Mexico
Cheese production in Idaho last
year totaled a record 958.7 million
pounds, up 0.4 percent from 2016.
That marked the third straight
year in which Idaho’s cheese output topped 900 million pounds
and the sixth consecutive year in
which the state’s cheese production set a new record.
Idaho’s share of US cheese production last year was 7.6 percent,
down from 7.8 percent in 2016
and 8 percent in 2015.
There were nine plants producing cheese in Idaho last year,
unchanged from 2016.
New York state’s 2017 cheese
production totaled a record 860.7
million pounds, up 4.2 percent
from 2016 and the third straight
year in which the state’s cheese
output topped 800 million pounds.
New York’s share of US cheese
production last year was 6.8 percent, unchanged from 2016 and
2015.
There were 63 plants producing
cheese in New York state last year,
unchanged from 2016.
New Mexico’s 2017 cheese
production totaled 765.8 million
pounds, down 1.3 percent from
2016. That was the first time
New Mexico’s cheese production declined since NASS started
reporting the state’s cheese production regularly in 2006 (NASS
also reported New Mexico’s
cheese production in 1997, when
it totaled 189.7 million pounds).
New Mexico’s share of US
cheese production last year was
6.0 percent, down from 6.4 percent in 2016 and 6.5 percent in
2015.

There were four plants producing cheese in New Mexico in 2017,
unchanged from 2016.

1987

California’s cheese production last year totaled 2.513 billion pounds, down 0.1 percent,
or about 1.8 million pounds, from
2016 but still the second straight
year in which California’s cheese
output topped 2.5 billion pounds.
Last year marked the second
time in three years that California’s cheese production declined;
2015 output had been down 8.6
million pounds from 2014.
California’s share of US cheese
production last year was 19.9 percent, down from 20.6 percent in
2016 and 2015 but up from 18.1
percent in 2000, 11.6 percent in
1990 and 4.6 percent in 1980.
There were 59 plants producing cheese in California last year,
unchanged from 2016.
The gap between cheese production in Wisconsin and California
last year was 852.8 million pounds,
up from 733.6 million pounds in
2016, 634 million pounds in 2015,
418.6 million pounds in 2010,
269.2 million pounds in 2005 and
695.5 million pounds in 2000.
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Output

Percent Change

2017 Share

2016 Share

Central

5.849 b

6.5

46.2

45.1

West

5.217 b

0.9

41.2

42.5

Atlantic

1.593 b

5.1

12.6

12.4

12.158 b lbs

2.8

U.S. Total

There were 32 plants producing
cheese in Vermont last year, two
fewer than in 2016.
Cheese production in Illinois in
2017 totaled 82.4 million pounds,
up 1.1 percent from 2016. The
state’s share of US cheese output last year was 0.7 percent,
unchanged from 2016.
There were 11 plants producing cheese in Illinois last year,
unchanged from 2016.
New Jersey’s 2017 cheese
production totaled 57.7 million
pounds, down 0.6 percent from

2016. New Jersey’s share of US
cheese output in 2017 was 0.5
percent, unchanged from 2016.
There were 16 plants producing cheese in New Jersey last year,
two more than in 2016.
Cheese production in all other
states in 2017 totaled 1.82 billion
pounds, up 15 percent from 2016.
All other states accounted for 14.4
percent of cheese production last
year, up from 13 percent in 2016.
There were 138 plants producing cheese in all other states in
2017, four more than in 2016.
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