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West:
Cheese:   5.17 billion pounds
Butter:       894.6 million pounds
NDM:         1.058 billion pounds

U.S. Geographic Regions
2016 Production of Selected Products

 Top 10 Cheese States
   2016              1986

Wisconsin   Wisconsin
California   Minnesota
Idaho    New York
New York   California
New Mexico  Iowa
Minnesota   Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania  Missouri
South Dakota  Idaho  
Iowa    South Dakota
Ohio    Ohio

Central:
Cheese:   5.486 billion pounds
Butter:       756.1 million pounds
NDM:         341.1 million pounds

Atlantic:
Cheese:   1.502 billion pounds
Butter:       188.5 million pounds
NDM:         354.5 million pounds

US Cheese Production Tops 12 Billion 
Pounds For First Time; Top 5 Cheese 
Producing States All Set New Records
US cheese production in 2016 
topped 12 billion pounds for the 
first time ever, thanks in part to 
the top five cheese-producing 
states all setting new production 
records.

US cheese production last year 
totaled 12.158 billion pounds, 
up 2.8 percent, or 326.3 million 
pounds, from 2015, according to 
Dairy Products 2016 Summary, 
which was released late last month 
by USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS).

US cheese production hasn’t 
decreased since 1991, when out-
put was down about 4.6 million 
pounds from 1990. And cheese 
production has now more than 
doubled since 1990, when it 
reached a then-record 6.059 bil-
lion pounds.

There were a total of 544 plants 
producing cheese in the US last 
year, two more than in 2015, 29 
more than in 2010, 142 more 
than in 2000 and the most plants 
producing cheese in the US since 
1989, when there were also 544. 
Plant numbers had bottomed out

at 398 in 1998 and 1999.

Output Up In All Regions, 
But Only Central Ups Share
Cheese production in the Central 
region last year totaled 5.486 bil-
lion pounds, up 3.6 percent from 
2015 and the third straight year in 
which the region’s cheese output 
surpassed 5 billion pounds.

The Central region’s share of 
US cheese production in 2016 was 
45.1 percent, up from 44.7 per-
cent in 2015 and 44.0 percent in 
2014 but down from 48.4 percent 
in 2000 and 64.9 percent in 1991 
(the first year for which regional 
production statistics are available).

There were 234 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Central region 
last year, four more than in 2015.

The West region’s 2016 cheese 
production totaled 5.17 billion 
pounds, up 2.2 percent from 2015 
and the second consecutive year 
in which the West’s cheese output 
topped 5 billion pounds.

The West’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 42.5 per-
cent, down from 42.8 percent in 

2016

1986

2015 and 43.4 percent in 2014 but 
up from 35.5 percent in 2000 and 
19.8 percent in 1991.

There were 101 plants produc-
ing cheese in the West region last 
year, two fewer than in 2015.

Cheese production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled  1.502 
billion pounds, up 1.5 percent 
from 2015. The Atlantic region’s 
share of US cheese output in 2016 
was 12.4 percent, down from 12.5 
percent in 2015, 12.8 percent in 
2014, 16 percent in 2000 and 15.3 
percent in 1991.

There were 209 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Atlantic region in 
2016, unchanged from 2015.

Wisconsin Tops 3.2 Billion; 
California 2.5 Billion Pounds
Wisconsin’s 2016 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 3.239 billion 
pounds, up 5.5 percent, or 169.4 
million pounds, from 2015. That 
was the second straight year in 
which Wisconsin’s cheese produc-
tion topped 3 billion pounds.

Wisconsin’s cheese production 
hasn’t declined since 2001. Last 

year’s cheese output was more 
than 1 billion pounds higher than 
2002’s production.

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 26.6 per-
ccent, up from 25.7 percent in 
2015 and 25.3 percent in 2014, 
unchanged from 2000, and down 
from 31.5 percent in 1990, 43 per-
cent in 1970 and 46.8 percent in 
1950.

There were 128 plants produc-
ing cheese in Wisconsin last year, 
one more than in 2015.

California’s 2016 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 2.515 
billion pounds, up 3.3 percent, or 
79.2 million pounds, from the pre-
vious year. 

That breaks California’s previ-
ous record, 2.444 billion pounds, 
which was set in 2014.

California’s cheese production 
has now more than doubled since 
1998, when it totaled 1.243 billion 
pounds.

California’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 20.7 
percent, up from 20.6 percent in 
2015, down from 21.2 percent in 
2014 and up from 18.1 percent in 
2000, 11.6 percent in 1990 and 4.6 
percent in 1980.

• See Cheese Production, p. 17

2016

33.8%

9.7%28.2%

11%

2.6% 7.5%

7.2%

Mozz Other Italian
Cheddar Other American
Swiss Cream/Neuf
Other

Cheese Production
Percentage by Type

1986

24%

7.4%

43%

10.7%

4.4% 6.2%

4.3%

Mozz Other Italian
Cheddar Other American
Swiss Cream/Neuf
Other

325

425

525

625

725

1982

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016
2003

Cheese Plants
Number of plants, selected years
Source: USDA’s ERS and NASS



CHEESE REPORTERPage 8 May 26, 2017

American-Type Cheese Output 
Sets New Record, But Share Of 
Total Cheese Production Falls
US production of American-type 
cheeses last year totaled a record 
4.756 billion pounds, up 1.3 per-
cent, or 61.7 million pounds, from 
2015.

That marked the ninth consecu-
tive year in which American-type 
cheese production topped 4 billion 
pounds.

But last year also marked the 
fourth straight year in which Amer-
ican-type cheeses (Cheddar, Colby, 
Monterey Jack, washed curd and 
stirred curd) accounted for less 
than 40 percent of total US cheese 
production.

Specifically, American-type 
cheeses last year accounted for 
39.1 percent of total US cheese 
production, down from 39.7 per-
cent in 2015, 39.9 percent in 2014,  
and 39.8 percent in 2013.

To put that in historical context, 
American-type cheese accounted 
for 44.1 percent of total US cheese 
production in 2000, 47.8 percent 
of US cheese production in 1990, 
and 59.6 percent of cheese output 
in 1980.

There were 242 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
US last year, unchanged from 
2015.

Central Region’s Production 
And Share Increase
American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Central region last year 
totaled 2.291 billion pounds, up 
1.8 percent from 2015.

The Central region of the United 
States accounted for 48.2 percent 

of total American-type cheese out-
put last year, up from 47.9 per-
cent in 2015 and 47.7 percent in 
2014 but down from 52.1 percent 
in 2000 and 72.9 percent in 1991.

There were 123 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Central region last year, five more 
than in 2015.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the West region last year 
totaled 2.173 billion pounds, up 1 
percent from 2015.

The West last year accounted 
for 45.7 percent of American-type 
cheese production, down from 
45.8 percent in 2015 and 46.2 
percent in 2014 but up from 43.3 
percent in 2000 and 21.9 percent 
in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the West 
region last year, three fewer than 
in 2015.

The Atlantic region’s American-
type cheese production in 2016 
totaled 291.6 million pounds, 
down 0.7 percent from 2015.

The Atlantic region last year 
accounted for 6.1 percent of 
American-type cheese production; 
a production decline from 6.3 per-
cent in 2015.

There were 75 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region last year, two fewer 
than in 2015.

Wisconsin Boosts Production, 
Share; Output Falls In CA, ID
American-type cheese produc-
tion in Wisconsin last year totaled 

For more information, circle # 7 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22

954.6 million pounds, up 4.9 per-
cent from 2015 and the highest 
level of American-type cheese out-
put in the state since 1996, when 
production totaled 965.1 million 
pounds.

Still, Wisconsin’s American-
type cheese production last year 
was 204.3 million pounds below 
the record high of 1.159 billion 
pounds, set back in 1983.

Wisconsin last year accounted 
for 20.1 percent of US American-
type cheese production, up from 
19.4 percent in 2015 and 18.5 
percent in 2014 but down from 
24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent 
in 1990, 41.8 percent in 1980 and 
45.8 percent in 1970.

There were 66 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Wis-
consin last year, two more than in 
2015.

California’s American-type 
cheese production last year totaled 
649.6 million pounds, down 0.5 
percent from 2015.

California’s share of American-
type cheese output in 2016 was 
13.7 percent, down from 13.9 per-
cent in 2015, 14.1 percent in 2014, 
and 17.6 percent in 2000 but up 
from 10.7 percent in 1990 and 2.0 
percent in 1980.

There were 18 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the state 
of California last year, two fewer 
than in 2015.

Idaho’s 2016 American-type 
cheese production totaled 604.7 
million pounds, down 1 percent 
from 2015.

Idaho’s share of US American-
type cheese production last year 
was 12.7 percent, down from 13.0 
percent in 2015, 12.8 percent in 
2014 and 13.9 percent in 2000 but 
up from 3.6 percent in 1990.

There were five plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Idaho 
last year, one fewer than in 2015.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in Iowa last year totaled 162.8 
million pounds, up 14.7 percent 
from 2015. 

Iowa last year accounted for 
3.4 percent of US American-type 
cheese production, up from 3.0 
percent in 2015.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing American-type cheese in 
Iowa last year, one more than in 
2015.

New York’s 2016 production 
of American-type cheese totaled 
129.4 million pounds, down 3.4 
percent from 2015. New York’s 
share of US American-type cheese 
output was 2.7 percent last year, 
down from 2.9 percent in 2015.

American-Type Cheese Production - 2016
State Output

millions
Percent 
Change

2016 
Share

2015 
Share

Wisconsin 954.6 4.9 20.1 19.4

California 649.6 0.5 13.7 13.9

Idaho 604.7 -1.0 12.7 13.0

Oregon 200.1 1.6 4.2 4.2

Iowa 162.8 14.7 3.4 3.0

New York 129.4 -3.4 2.7 2.9

Pennsylvania 95.8 -5.5 0.02 0.02

Other 2.054 b 0.3 43.2 43.6

Region Output Percent Change 2016 Share 2016 Share

Central 2.291 b 1.8 48.2 47.9

West 2.173 b 1.0 45.7 45.8

Atlantic 291.6 m -0.7 6.1 6.3

U.S. Total 4.756 b 1.3 39.1 39.7

American 
Type

39.1%
Other 
Cheese
60.9%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production
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There were 21 plants producing 
American-type cheese in New York 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Pennsylvania’s American-type 
cheese production last year totaled 
958,000 pounds, down 5.5 percent 
from 2015. Pennsylvania last year 
accounted for just 0.02 percent of 
US American-type cheese output, 
unchanged from 2015.

There were 25 plants producing 
American-type cheese in Pennsyl-
vania last year, one more than in 
2015.

Production of American-type 
cheese in all other states last year 
totaled 2.054 billion pounds, up 
0.3 percent from 2015. 

These states accounted for 43.2 
percent of the United States Amer-
ican-type cheese productionlast 
year, down from 43.6 percent in 
2015.

There were 94 plants producing 
American-type cheese in all other 
states last year, one more than in 
2015.
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Cheddar Production Sets Record, 
But Share Of Total Output Falls
US Cheddar cheese production in 
2016 totaled a record 3.425 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.9 percent, or 
31.6 million pounds, from 2015’s 
record output.

Cheddar production has now 
set a new record for three straight 
years, and has topped 3 billion 
pounds for 13 consecutive years.

However, Cheddar continues 
to account for a declining share 
of total US cheese production. 
Last year, Cheddar accounted for 
28.2 percent of US cheese output, 
down from 28.7 percent in 2015, 
28.8 percent in 2014, 33.3 percent 
in 2005, 34.1 percent in 2000, 39.3 
percent in 1990, 43.9 percent in 
1980, 53.7 percent in 1970 and 
71.1 percent in 1950.

There were 227 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the US last 
year, one more than in 2015.

West Boosts Share Of Output
Cheddar production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.594 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.5 percent from 
2015.

The Central region’s share of US 
Cheddar output last year was 46.5 
percent, down from 46.8 percent 
in 2015, 48.5 percent in 2000 and 
74.3 percent in 1991.

There were 118 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in the Central region 
last year, four more than in 2015.

The West’s Cheddar produc-
tion last year totaled 1.551 billion 
pounds, up 1.6 percent from 2015.

The West’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 45.3 
percent, up from 45.0 percent in 
2015, 40 percent in 2000 and 19.8 
percent in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in the West region 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Cheddar production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
280.5 million pounds, down 0.2 
percent from 2015.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US Cheddar production last year 
was 8.2 percent, down from 8.3 
percent in 2015, but up from 5.7 
percent in 2000 and 5.9 percent 
in 1991.

There were 65 plants producing 
Cheddar in the Atlantic region last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.

Wisconsin Ups Output, Share
Cheddar production in Wiscon-
sin last year totaled 652.5 million 
pounds, up 6.4 percent from 2015 
and the state’s highest Cheddar 
output since 2009, when it totaled 
652.6 million pounds.

Still, Wisconsin’s Cheddar pro-
duction last year was almost 300 
million pounds below the record 
output of 951.2 million pounds, 
set in 1983.

Wisconsin’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 19.1 
percent, up from 18.1 percent in 

output last year was 14.4 percent, 
down from 15.7 percent in 2015, 
21.5 percent in 2000 and 23.9 per-
cent in 1990.

There were eight plants pro-
ducing Cheddar in Minnesota last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Idaho’s Cheddar production last 
year totaled 479.8 million pounds, 
down 0.1 percent from 2015.

Idaho’s share of US Cheddar 
output last year was 14.0 percent, 
down from 14.2 percent in 2015 
but up from 13.6 percent in 2014, 
9.5 percent in 2000 and just 2.2 
percent in 1980.

There were five plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Idaho last 
year, unchanged from 2015.

Cheddar production in Califor-
nia last year totaled 344.1 million 
pounds, down 4.2 percent from 
2015.

California’s share of US Cheddar 
output was 10 percent last year, 
down from 10.6 percent in, 11.3 
percent in 2014 and 16.4 percent 
in 2000, but up from 9.6 percent in 
1990 and just 2.1 percent in 1980.

There were 18 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in California last 
year, two fewer than in 2015.

Iowa’s Cheddar cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 96 million 
pounds, up 6 percent from 2015.

Iowa’s share of US Cheddar out-
put last year was 2.8 percent, up 
from 2.7 percent in 2015, down 
from 3.4 percent in 2014, and up 
from 2.4 percent in 2000.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing Cheddar cheese in Iowa 
last year, one more than in 2015.

Vermont’s 2016 Cheddar pro-

• See Cheddar Production, p. 16

2015 and 17.1 percent in 2014 but 
down from 25.6 percent in 2000, 
32.4 percent in 1990 and 48.2 per-
cent in 1970.

There were 66 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, two more than in 2015.

Output Drops In MN, ID, CA
Minnesota’s 2016 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 493.4 million pounds, 
down 7.2 percent from 2015 and 
the lowest Cheddar output in the 
state since 2012, when produc-
tion totaled 492.7 million pounds. 
The state’s Cheddar production 
record, 605 million pounds, was 
set in 1999.

Minnesota’s share of Cheddar
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Italian Cheese Production Tops 
5.0 Billion Pounds For Second 
Straight Year; Central’s Share Up
US production of Italian-type 
cheese last year totaled a record 
5.293 billion pounds, up 4.1 per-
cent, or 210.8 million pounds, 
from 2015 and the second straight 
year in which Italian cheese pro-
duction topped 5.0 billion pounds.

Italian cheese production has 
now grown by more than 1 bil-
lion pounds just since 2009, when 
it totaled 4.18 billion pounds, 
and has more than doubled since 
1994, when it totaled 2.626 billion 
pounds.

Last year, Italian cheeses 
accounted for 43.5 percent of US 
cheese production, up from 43.0 
percent in 2015 and 2014, 39.8 
percent in 2000, 36.4 percent in 
1990, 24.7 percent in 1980 and 
17.9 percent in 1970.

There were 200 plants produc-
ing Italian cheeses in the US last 
year, 14 fewer than in 2015.

West’s Italian Cheese Output 
Nears 2.5 Billion Pounds
Italian cheese production in the 
West region last year totaled 2.482 
billion pounds, up 3.3 percent from 
2015 and the sixth straight year 
in which the West’s Italian cheese 
output topped 2 billion pounds.

The West last year accounted 
for 46.9 percent of US Italian 
cheese production, down from 
47.3 percent in 2015 and 47.6 per-
cent in 2014 but up from 45 per-
cent in 2013, 34.6 percent in 2000 
and 20.1 percent in 1991.

There were 42 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2015.

Italian cheese production in the 
Central region last year totaled 
2.138 billion pounds, up 5.6 per-
cent from 2015 and the second 
straight year in which the Central’s 

Italian cheese output topped 2 bil-
lion pounds.

Last year, the Central region 
accounted for 40.5 percent of US 
Italian cheese production, up from 
39.9 percent in 2015, 38.4 percent 
in 2014 and 40.2 percent in 2013 
but down from 55.5 percent in 
1991.

There were 83 plants produc-
ing Italian cheeses in the Central 
region last year, six fewer than in 
2015.

Production of Italian cheese 
in the Atlantic region last year 
totaled 672.6 million pounds, up 
2.7 percent from 2015.

The Atlantic region accounted 
for 12.7 percent of US Italian 
cheese production last year, down 
from 12.9 percent in 2015, 14 per-
cent in 2014, 14.8 percent in 2013 
and 24.2 percent in 1991.

There were 75 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the Atlantic 
region last year, nine fewer than 
in 2015.

Wisconsin Tops California
Italian cheese production in Wis-
consin last year totaled 1.642 bil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent from 
2015. 

Wisconsin’s Italian cheese out-
put has more than doubled since 
1994.

In 2016, Wisconsin’s share of 
US Italian cheese output was 31.0 
percent, up from 30.2 percent in 
2015, 29.5 percent in 2014 and 
27.8 percent in 2000 but down 
from 32.3 percent in 1990.

There were 58 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, five fewer than in 2015.

California’s Italian cheese pro-
duction last year totaled 1.632 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.4 percent from 
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Italian-Type Cheese Production - 2016

Italian
Type

43.5%
Other 
Cheese
56.5%

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

Region Output Percent Change 2016 Share 2015 Share

West 2.482 b 3.3 46.9 47.3

Central 2.138 b 5.6 40.4 39.9

Atlantic 672.6 m 2.7 12.7 12.9

U.S. Total 5.293 b 4.1 43.5 43.0

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2016
Share

2015  
Share

Wisconsin 1.642 b 6.8 31.0 30.2

California 1.632 4.4 30.8 30.8

New York 367.2 m 4.6 6.9 6.9

Idaho 273.7 5.6 5.2 5.1

Pennsylvania 247.8 0.4 4.7 4.9

Other 1.13 b 0.59 21.3 22.1

2015. California’s Italian cheese 
output has more than doubled 
since 2002.

California’s share of US Italian 
cheese production last year was 
30.8 percent, unchanged from 
2015, down from 31.5 percent in 
2014 but up from 22.1 percent in 
2000 and 15.7 percent in 1990.

There were 28 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in California last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.

New York’s 2016 Italian cheese 
production totaled 367.2 million 
pounds, up 4.6 percent from 2015. 

New York’s share of United 
States Italian cheese produc-
tion last year was 6.9 percent, 
unchanged from 2015 but down 
from 7.4 percent in 2014, 12.7 
percent in 2000 and 8.9 percent 
in 1990.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in New York last 
year, four fewer than in 2015.

Italian cheese production in 
Idaho last year totaled 273.7 mil-
lion pounds, up 5.6 percent from 
2015. Idaho last year accounted 
for 5.2 percent of US Italian cheese 
output, up from 5.1 percent in 
2015.

There were four plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Idaho last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Pennsylvania’s 2016 Italian 
cheese production totaled 247.8 
million pounds, up 0.4 percent 
from 2015. Last year, Pennsylvania 
accounted for 4.7 percent of US 
Italian cheese production, down 
from 4.9 percent in 2015.

There were 16 plants producing 
Italian cheese in Pennsylvania last 
year, four fewer than in 2015.

Italian cheese production in all 
other states last year totaled 1.13 
billion pounds, up 0.5 percent 
from 2015. 

All other states accounted for 
21.3 percent of US Italian cheese 
output last year, down from 22.1 
percent in 2015.
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Mozzarella Production Surpasses 
4 Billion Pounds For First Time
Mozzarella production in the US 
last year surpassed the 4-billion-
pound mark for the first time ever. 
At a record 4.114 billion pounds, 
2016 Mozz output was up 3.1 
percent, or 124.8 million pounds, 
from 2015.

To put that production level 
in some historical perspective, 
United States Mozzarella cheese 
production first topped 1 billion 
pounds in 1985, first surpassed 2 
billion pounds in 1994, and then 
first topped 3 billion pounds in 
2005.

Mozzarella last year accounted 
for 33.8 percent of total US cheese 
production, up from 33.7 percent 
in 2015, down from 34.1 percent 
in 2014, but up from 33.3 percent 
in 2013, 31 percent in 2000, 28.6 
percent in 1990, 17.3 percent in 
1980 and 14 percent in 1973 (the 
first year for which Mozzarella 
production figures are available 
from USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service).

There were 126 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US last year, 
10 fewer than in 2015.

Mozzarella production in the 
West region last year totaled 2.304 
billion pounds, up 3.3 percent 
from 2015 and the third straight 
year in which the West produced 
more than 2 billion pounds of 
Mozzarella.

The West’s share of United 
States Mozzarella cheese produc-
tion last year was 56 percent, up 
from 55.9 percent in 2015, down 
from 56.2 percent in 2014 but up 
from 53.3 percent in 2013, 39.4 
percent in 2000 and 22.8 percent 
in 1991.

There were 33 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the West 
region last year, two fewer than 
in 2015.

The Central region’s 2016 Moz-
zarella production totaled 1.374 
billion pounds, up 2.9 percent 
from 2015.

The Central region last year 
accounted for 33.4 percent of US 
Mozz production, down from 33.5 
percent in 2015, up from 32.1 per-
cent in 2014 but down from 34.2 

percent in 2013 and 57.2 percent 
in 1991.

There were 54 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Central region 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Mozzarella production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
435.9 million pounds, up 2.7 per-
cent from 2015.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US Mozz production last year was 
10.6 percent, unchanged from 
2015 but down from 11.6 percent 
in 2014, 20.8 percent in 2000 and 
20.0 percent in 1991.

There were 39 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US’ Atlantic 
region last year, six fewer than in 
2015.

California, Wisconsin Boost 
Shares Of Mozz Production
California’s 2016 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled 1.492 billion 
pounds, up 4.5 percent from 2015 
and the third straight year in which 
California’s Mozz output topped 
1.4 billion pounds.

California’s share of United 
States Mozzarella cheese produc-
tion last year was 36.3 percent, up 
from 35.8 percent in 2015, down 
from 36.7 percent in 2014, but up 
from 24.1 percent in 2000, 18.4 
percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 24 plants producing 
Mozz in California last year, two 
fewer than in 2015.

Wisconsin’s 2016 Mozzarella 
production totaled 1.092 billion 
pounds, up 3.9 percent from 2015 
and the second consecutive year 
in which Wisconsin’s Mozz output 
topped 1 billion pounds.

Wisconsin’s share of US Mozz 
production last year was 26.5 per-
cent, up from 26.4 percent in 2015, 
25.2 percent in 2014 and 25.9 per-
cent in 2000 but down from 32.3 
percent in 1990 and 29.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 38 plants producing 
Mozzarella in Wisconsin last year, 
one fewer than in 2015.

Idaho’s 2016 Mozzarella produc-
tion totaled 256.4 million pounds, 
up 5.4 percent from 2015. Idaho’s 
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forms and cools large volumes of 
mozzarella, provolone, and pizza  
cheese in various shapes based on  
your requirements.

Available in multiple sizes with quickly  
interchangeable molds to accommodate  
your production demands.

Superior Cooling, Shape,
Production, and Flexibility

RMC

Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2016

Mozz
33.8%

Other 
Cheese
66.2%

Region Output Percent Change 2016 Share 2015 Share

West 2.304 b 3.3 56 55.9

Central 1.374 b 2.9 33.4 33.5

Atlantic 435.9 m 2.7 10.6 10.6

U.S. Total 4.114 b 3.1 33.8 33.7

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2016 
Share

2015  
Share

California 1.492 b 4.5 36.3 35.8

Wisconsin 1.092 b 3.9 26.5 26.4

Idaho 256.4 m 5.4 6.2 6.1

Pennsylvania 211.9 1.0 5.2 5.3

New York 196.1 3.6 4.8 4.7

Other 865.7 -0.3 21.0 21.8

share of US Mozzarella output last 
year was 6.2 percent, up from 6.1 
percent in 2015.

There were three plants pro-
ducing Mozz in Idaho last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Mozzarella production in Penn-
sylvania last year totaled 211.9 
million pounds, up 1 percent from 
2015. Pennsylvania’s share of US 
Mozz output last year was 5.2 
percent, down from 5.3 percent 
in 2015.

There were six plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the state 
of Pennsylvania in 2016, six fewer 
than in 2015.

New York’s 2016 Mozzarella 
production totaled 196.1 million 

pounds, up 3.6 percent from 2015. 
New York last year accounted for 
4.8 percent of US Mozz produc-
tion, up from 4.7 percent in 2015.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in New York 
state last year, two fewer than in 
2015.

Mozzarella production in all 
other states last year totaled 865.7 
million pounds, down 0.3 percent 
from 2015. 

All other states accounted for 
21 percent of US Mozz output last 
year, down from 21.8 percent in 
2015.

There were 42 plants producing 
Mozzarella in all other states last 
year, one more than in 2015.

For more information, circle # 9 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22 For more information, circle # 10 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22
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INNOVATION & CUTTING-EDGE
TECHNOLOGY

www.millerbernd.com

40lb to 640lb 
Block Collating

Block & Barrel 
Systems

40lb/60lb 
Block Towers

HTST
Systems

Cheese Belt
Systems

CIP 
Systems

Swiss, Blue, Brick, Gouda Output 
Falls; Cream, Hispanic, Muenster, 
Feta Production Increases
US production of Cream and Neuf-
chatel last year totaled a record 
909 million pounds, up 3.7 percent 
from 2015. Cream and Neufchatel 
cheese output has more than dou-
bled since 1991, when it totaled 
446.7 million pounds.

Last year, Cream and Neufchatel 
cheese accounted for 7.5 percent 
of total US cheese production, up 
from 7.4 percent in 2015.

There were 32 plants producing 
Cream and Neufchatel in the US 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

US Swiss cheese production last 
year totaled 312.0 million pounds, 
down fractionally from 2015 and 
24.5 million pounds below the 
production record of 336.5 million 
pounds, set in 2010.

Swiss cheese last year accounted 
for 2.6 percent of US cheese pro-
duction, unchanged from 2015.

There were 57 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Ohio’s 2016 Swiss cheese pro-
duction totaled 149.7 million 
pounds, up 2 percent from 2015. 
Ohio’s share of US Swiss cheese 
production last year was 48 per-
cent, up from 47.1 percent in 2015 
and 46.3 percent in 2014.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Ohio last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Wisconsin’s 2016 Swiss cheese 
production totaled 18.2 million 
pounds, up 9.3 percent from 2015. 
Wisconsin’s share of US Swiss out-
put last year was 5.8 percent, up 
from 5.3 percent in 2015.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.

Pennsylvania’s 2016 Swiss 
cheese production totaled 8.5 mil-
lion pounds, down 14.2 percent 
from 2015. Pennsylvania’s share 
of Swiss last year was 2.7 percent, 
down from 3.2 percent in 2015.

There were nine plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Pennsylvania in 
2016, unchanged from 2015.

Swiss cheese production in all 
other states last year totaled 135.6 
million pounds, down 2.2 percent 
from 2015. These other states 
accounted for 43.5 percent of US 
Swiss cheese production in 2016, 
down from 44.4 percent in 2015.

There were 27 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in all other states last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Hispanic Cheese Production 
Sets Another Record
US production of Hispanic cheeses 
last year totaled a record 266.3 
million pounds, up 4.7 percent 
from 2015. 
Hispanic cheese production has 
more than doubled since 2002, 
and has risen almost 200 million 
pounds since USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
first started tracking production in 
1996 (when it totaled 67.4 million 
pounds).

Hispanic cheeses accounted for 
2.2 percent of US cheese produc-
tion, up from 2.1 percent in 2015.

There were 59 plants produc-
ing Hispanic cheese in the US last 
year, three fewer than in 2015.

California’s 2016 Hispanic 
cheese production totaled 125.1 
million pounds, up 2.7 percent 
from 2015. California’s share of US 
Hispanic cheese output last year 

was 47 percent, down from 47.9 
percent in 2015.

There were 13 plants producing 
Hispanic cheeses in California last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.

Wisconsin’s Hispanic cheese 
production last year totaled 85.4 
million pounds, up 10.6 percent 
from 2015. Wisconsin’s share of 
US Hispanic cheese output last 
year was 32.1 percent, up from 
30.4 percent in 2015.

There were 13 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, unchanged from 2015.

Hispanic cheese production in 
all other states last year totaled 
55.8 million pounds, up 0.9 per-
cent from 2015. All other states 
accounted for 21 percent of US 
Hispanic cheese production last 
year, down from 21.7 percent in 
2015.

There were 33 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in all other states 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Muenster, Feta Set Records; 
Blue Output Falls
US production of Muenster cheese 
last year totaled a record 181.3 
million pounds, up 2.1 percent 
from 2015. Muenster produc-
tion has more than doubled since 
2005, when it totaled 77.9 million 
pounds.

There were 37 plants producing 
Muenster in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2015.

Wisconsin’s 2016 Muenster 
production totaled 60.2 million 
pounds, down 1.2 percent from 
2015. There were 20 plants pro-
ducing Muenster in Wisconsin last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Muenster production in all other 
states last year totaled 121.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.9 percent from 
2015. There were 17 plants pro-
ducing Muenster in all other states 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Brick cheese production in the 
US last year totaled 2.8 million 
pounds, down 17.4 percent from 
2015. There were 19 plants pro-
ducing Brick cheese in the US last 
year, two fewer than in 2015.

Production of Blue and Gorgon-
zola cheese last year totaled 90.9 
million pounds, down 3.8 percent 
from 2015. That’s the lowest level 

for Blue and Gorgonzola produ-
citon since 2012, when output 
totaled 87.9 million pounds. Pro-
duction had reached a record high 
of 94.5 million pounds in 2015.

There were 48 plants producing 
Blue and Gorgonzola in the US last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Feta cheese production in 
2016 totaled a record 126.6 mil-
lion pounds, up 12.6 percent from 
2015’s record output. Feta produc-
tion has grown by about 49 million 
pounds since 2010, when NASS 
first started reporting Feta produc-
tion statistics.

There were 44 plants producing 
Feta in the US last year, two fewer 
than in 2015.

US Gouda production last year 
totaled 58.4 million pounds, down 
0.1 percent from 2015’s record 
output. Gouda production has 
now topped 55 million pounds for 
three straight years.

There were 66 plants producing 
Gouda in the US last year, three 
fewer than in 2015.

Processed Cheese Production 
Falls
US production of processed 
cheeses and combinations last 
year totaled 2.316 billion pounds, 
down 3.5 percent from 2015. 
There were 47 plants producing 
processed cheeses and combina-
tions in the US last year, one fewer 
than in 2015.

Production of processed 
cheese in 2016 totaled 1.631 bil-
lion pounds, up 9.5 percent from 
2015. There were 29 plants pro-
ducing processed cheese in the US 
in 2016, three more than in 2015.

In 2016, production of pro-
cessed cheese foods and spreads 
totaled 655 million pounds, down 
25 percent from 2015. There were 
25 plants producing processed 
cheese foods and spreads in the 
US last year, two fewer than in 
2015.

Cold pack cheese and cheese 
foods production last year totaled 
30.6 million pounds, down 19.2 
percent from 2015. 

There were 13 plants producing 
cold pack cheese and cheese foods 
in the US last year, two fewer than 
in 2015.For more information, circle # 11 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22

Product State Output
millions

Percent Change

Swiss Ohio 149.7 2.0

Swiss Wisconsin 18.2 9.3

Swiss Pennsylvania 8.5 -14.2

Swiss Other 135.6 -2.2

Swiss Total US 312.0 m -NC

Hipanic Cheese California 125.1 2.7

Hispanic Cheese Wisconsin 85.4 10.6

Hispanic Cheese Other 55.8 0.9

Hispanic Cheese Total US 266.3 4.7

Muenster Wisconsin 60.2 -1.2

Muenster Total US 181.3 2.1

Cream/Neufchatel Total US 876.3 2.9

Brick Total US 2.8 -17.4

Feta Total US 126.6 12.6

Blue/Gorgonzola Total US 90.9 -3.8

Gouda Total US 58.3 -0.1

All Other Total US 161.7
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THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 
IN CHEESEMAKING SOLUTIONS

Block
Formers

Cottage 
Cheese Vats

Draining/ 
Salting Belts

Curd Tables

Cheese 
VatsRELCO provides a wide variety of cheese making 

equipment and services for a comprehensive cheese 
plant design. Our cheese-technology experts will design 

a process that is customized for your specific needs.

USA | The Netherlands | New Zealand | Brazil | +1 320.231.2210 | www.relco.net

Formers
Curd Tables

Cheese 
Vats

Horizontal Cheese Vats 
10,000 - 80,000 capacity 
featuring OptiSet 
Technology

2016 Butter Production Revised 
Down, 1941 Record Still Stands; 
Nonfat Dry Milk Output Declines
A downward revision in 2016 but-
ter production means that the US 
production record set way back in 
1941 still stands.

NASS had initially estimated that 
2016 butter production totaled 
1.889 billion pounds, which would 
have topped 1941’s record output 
by 17 million pounds.

However, revised figures 
included in the “Dairy Products 
2016 Summary,” indicate that US 
butter production last year was 
actually down 0.6 percent from 
2015 and thus also down from 
1941’s record.

Specifically, butter output last 
year totaled 1.839 billion pounds, 
down 0.6 percent, or 10.4 million 
pounds, from 2015. Thus, it actu-
ally was the lowest level of butter 
output since 2011. Butter produc-
tion had reached a recent high of 
1.863 billion pounds in 2013.

Last year did mark the sixth 
straight year in which US but-
ter production topped 1.8 billion 
pounds. 

There were 86 plants producing 
butter in the US last year, three 
more than in 2015.

West’s Share Below 50%
Butter production in the West 
region last year totaled 894.6 mil-
lion pounds, down 3.8 percent 
from 2015 and the fourth straight 
decline in the West’s butter out-
put. 

The West’s butter production 
had reached a record high of 977 
million pounds in 2012.

The West’s share of US butter 
production last year was 48.6 per-
cent, down from 50.3 percent in 
2015 and 50.2 percent in 2014 but 
up from 42.4 percent in 2000 and 
34.6 percent in 1991.

There were 26 plants producing 
butter in the West region last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

The Central region’s 2016 but-
ter production totaled 756.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.2 percent from 
2015.

The Central region last year 
accounted for 41.1 percent of 
United States butter production, 
up from 39.6 percent in 2015, 39.9 
percent in 2014 and 34.9 percent 
in 2000 but down from 52.5 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 34 plants produc-
ing butter in the Central region last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Butter production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled 188.5 
million pounds, up 0.7 percent 
from 2015.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US butter output last year was 
10.2 percent, up from 10.1 per-
cent in 2015 and 9.9 percent in 
2014 but down from 12.8 percent 
from 1991.

There were 26 plants producing 
butter in the Atlantic region last 
year, two more than in 2015.

CA’s Butter Falls Again
Butter production in California last 
year totaled 563.1 million pounds, 
down 3.0 percent from 2015. That 
was the fourth straight decline 
in California’s butter production 
since the state’s output reached 
a record high of 654.2 million 
pounds in 2012.

California’s share of US butter 
production last year was 30.6 per-
cent, down from 31.4 percent in 
2015 and 33 percent in 2014 but 
up from 27.8 percent in 2000, 21.5 
percent in 1990 and 16.2 percent 
in 1980.

There were 14 plants produc-
ing butter in California last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Pennsylvania’s 2016 butter 
production totaled 95.6 million 
pounds, up 2.2 percent from 2015. 
Pennsylvania’s share of US butter 
output last year was 5.2 percent, 
up from 5.1 percent in 2015.

There were five plants produc-
ing butter in Pennsylvania last 
year, one more than in 2015.

New York’s butter produc-
tion last year totaled 27.5 million 
pounds, up 5 percent from 2015. 
New York last year accounted for 
1.5 percent of US butter output, 
up from 1.4 percent in 2015.

There were eight plants produc-
ing butter in New York last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Butter production in all other 
states last year totaled 1.153 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.3 percent from 
2015. All other states accounted 

for 62.7 percent of US butter out-
put last year, up from 62.1 percent 
in 2015.

There were 59 plants producing 
butter in all other states last year, 
two more than in 2015.

NDM Production Drops
Production of nonfat dry milk last 
year totaled 1.754 billion pounds, 
down 3.8 percent from 2015.

There were 50 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Nonfat dry milk production in 
the West region last year totaled 
1.058 billion pounds, down 10.8 
percent from 2015. The West’s 
share of US NDM output in 2016 
was 60.3 percent, down from 65.1 
percent in 2015.

There were 24 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2015.

The Atlantic region’s 2016 pro-
duction of nonfat dry milk totaled 
354.5 million pounds, up 6.5 
percent from 2015. The Atlantic 
region’s share of US NDM output 
last year was 20.2 percent, up 
from 18.3 percent in 2015.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Atlantic region last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Production of nonfat dry milk in 
the Central region in 2016 totaled 
341.1 million pounds, up 12.2 per-
cent from 2015. The Central region 
last year accounted for 19.5 per-
cent of US NDM output, up from 
16.7 percent in 2015.

There were 15 plants produc-
ing NDMin the Central region last 
year, two fewer than in 2015.

California’s 2016 nonfat dry 
milk production totaled 567.2 mil-
lion pounds, down 19.2 percent 
from 2015. California’s share of 
US NDM output last year was 32.3 
percent, down from 38.5 percent 
in 2015.

There were 11 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in California last 
year, unchanged from 2015.

Pennsylvania’s 2016 nonfat 
dry milk production totaled 184.4 
million pounds, up 2.5 percent 
from 2015. Pennsylvania last year 
accounted for 10.5 percent of US 
NDM production, up from 9.9 per-
cent in 2015.

There were three plants produc-
ing nonfat dry milk in Pennsylvania 
last year, unchanged from 2015.

Nonfat dry milk production in 
all other states last year totaled 
1.002 billion pounds, up 6.6 per-
cent from 2015. All other states 
accounted for 57.1 percent of US 
NDM output last year, up from 
51.6 percent in 2015.

There were 36 plants producing 
NDM in all other states last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Other Dry Milk Products
Production of skim milk powder 
last year totaled 559.2 million 
pounds, up 25.3 percent from 
2015. 
There were 13 plants producing 
skim milk powder in the US last 
year, one more than in 2015.

Dry whole milk production in 
2016 totaled 98.2 million pounds, 
down 9.5 percent from 2015. 
There were 13 plants producing 
dry whole milk in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

US production of milk protein 
concentrate last year totaled a 
record 170.9 million pounds, up 
8.6 percent from 2015. There 
were 12 plants producing MPCs in 
the US last year, two fewer than 
in 2015.

Dry buttermilk production last 
year totaled 109.6 million pounds, 
up 11.5 percent from 2015. There 
were 25 plants producing dry but-
termilk in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2015.

For more information, circle # 12 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22
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Evaporator Dryer Technologies, Inc.
715.796.2313  •  715.796.2378 - FAX
E-mail: info@evapdryertech.com •  
1805 Ridgeway Street • Hammond, WI 54015

www.evapdryertech.com

Powder Processing
Evaporator and Spray Dryer Systems
for Safe, Efficient, Sanitary Processing

Engineering solutions and exceptional 
technical support is what we
provide when it comes to your 
evaporator and spray dryer system.

EDT innovative technologies - 
designed to handle today’s process
requirements for safe, efficient, 
sanitary processing.

�   Whey and Whey Permeate
�   Lactose
�   WPC
�   Milk Powders
�   Cheese Powders
�   Infant Formula

For more information, circle # 20 on the Reader Response Card on p. 22

Ice Cream Production Also 
Increases
US production of sour cream last 
year totaled a record 1.373 billion 
pounds, up 3.6 percent, or 47.4 
million pounds, from 2015.

That marked the third consecu-
tive year in which sour cream pro-
duction set a new record, and also 
the third straight year in which 
sour cream output topped 1.3 bil-
lion pounds.

USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) has been 
tracking sour cream production 
since 2003, when it totaled 935.4 
million pounds. Since then, out-
put has declined just once: 2013 
sour cream production was down 
66,000 pounds from 2012.

There were 114 plants produc-
ing sour cream in the US last year, 
six more than in 2015.

Regional sour cream produc-
tion last year, with comparisons 

to 2015, was as follows: Central, 
638.1 million pounds, up 1 per-
cent; West, 424.8 million pounds, 
up 5.8 percent; and West, 310.2 
million pounds, up 6 percent.

Creamed cottage cheese pro-
duction last year totaled 329.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.8 percent from 
2015. 

Lowfat cottage cheese output in 
2016 totaled 367.8 million pounds, 
up 1.3 percent from 2015. 

Production of cottage cheese 
curd in 2016 totaled 406.4 million 
pounds, up 1.4 percent from the 
previous year.

Production of regular ice cream 
last year totaled 918.6 million gal-
lons, up 2.4 percent from 2015. 
Lowfat ice cream output in 2016 
totaled 435.3 million gallons, down 
0.8 percent from 2015.

Frozen yogurt production last 
year totaled 66.9 million gallons, 
down 9.8 percent from 2015.

Dry Whey, WPC Production Fell In 
2016; Lactose, WPI Output Rose
US production of dry whey, 
human, in 2015 totaled 932.3 mil-
lion pounds, down 3 percent, or 
28.6 million pounds, from 2015. 
Last year marked the eighth con-
secutive year in which production 
of dry whey, human, was under 1 
billion pounds.

Production of dry whey, human, 
had reached a record high of 1.105 
billion pounds in 2000.

There were 30 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the US last 
year, unchanged from 2015.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in the Central region last year 
totaled 450.2 million pounds, up 
slightly from 2015. 

The Central’s share of US output 
of dry whey, human, last year was 
48.3 percent, up from 46.8 per-
cent in 2015.

There were 16 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the Central 
region in 2016, unchanged from 
2015.

The Atlantic region’s 2016 
production of dry whey, human, 
totaled 251.9 million pounds, 
down 2.9 percent from 2015. The 
Atlantic region’s share of US pro-
duction of dry whey, human, last 
year was 27 percent, unchanged 
from 2015.

There were seven plants in 
the Atlantic region producing dry 
whey, human, last year, unchanged 
from 2015.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in the West region last year totaled 
230.2 million pounds, down 8.5 
percent from 2015. 

Last year, the West accounted 
for 24.7 percent of US output of 
dry whey, human, down from 26.2 
percent in 2015.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing dry whey, human, in the 
West region last year, unchanged 
from 2015.

Wisconsin’s 2016 production of 
dry whey, human, totaled 312.9 
million pounds, up 1.4 percent 
from 2015. Wisconsin’s share of 
US output of dry whey, human, 
last year was 33.6 percent, up 
from 32.1 percent in 2015.

There were 10 plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in Wisconsin 
last year, unchanged from 2015.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in New York last year totaled 149 
million pounds, up 0.1 percent 
from 2015. New York in 2016 
accounted for 16 percent of US 
output of dry whey, human, up 
from 15.5 percent in 2015.

There were five plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in New York 
last year, unchanged from 2015.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in all other states last year totaled 
470.3 million pounds, down 6.6 
percent from 2015. All other states 
accounted for 50.5 percent of US 
production of dry whey, human, 

last year, down from 52.4 percent 
in 2015.

There were 15 plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in all other 
states last year, unchanged from 
2015.

US production of lactose, human 
and animal, last year totaled 1.099 
billion pounds, up 4.7 percent 
from 2015 but 34.3 million pounds 
below 2014’s record output of 
1.133 billion pounds.

There were 30 plants produc-
ing lactose, human and animal, in 
the US last year, unchanged from 
2015.

US production of whey protein 
concentrate (WPC), human and 
animal, last year totaled 467.9 
million pounds, down 5.1 percent 
from 2015. 

Within the WPC category, 2016 
production and plant numbers, 

with comparisons to 2015, were 
as follows:

WPC 25.0-49.9 percent: 177.1 
million pounds, down 19.4 per-
cent; 22 plants, one fewer than in 
2015.

WPC 50.0-89.9 percent: 290.8 
million pounds, up 6.4 percent; 35 
plants, one more than in 2015.

WPC human: 464.3 million 
pounds, down 4.9 percent; 47 
plants, two more than in 2015.

WPC animal: 3.6 million pounds, 
down 26.8 percent; 19 plants, 
unchanged from 2015.

US production of whey protein 
isolates last year totaled a record 
111.3 million pounds, up 10 per-
cent from 2015. 

There were 17 plants produc-
ing whey protein isolates in the 
United States last year, one fewer 
than in 2015.

Sour Cream Production Set New Record; Output 
Of Creamed, Lowfat Cottage Cheese Increases;

Additional Copies of Cheese Reporter Extra 
are available by calling  608-246-8430; 

emailing  info@cheesereporter.com
or by download at

www.cheesereporter.com/dpe2017.htm

Product 2016 Output Percent 
Change

Skim Milk Powder 559.2 m 25.3

Milk Protein 
Concentrate

170.9 m 8.6

Dry Whole Milk 98.2 m -9.5

Dry Buttermilk 109.6 m 11.5

Dry Whey 
(Human)

932.3 m -3.0

Lactose 1.099 b 4.7

Whey Protein 
Concentrate 50 -
89.9

273.2 m 6.2

Whey Protein 
Isolates

111.3 m 9.5
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Providing customers with high quality
cheese making equipment proven to produce higher 

yields and higher consistency with higher pro�ts. 

www.apt-inc.com | 877-230-5060 
Minnesota | Idaho | California

Advanced Cheese Vat (ACV)

With 3 US patents, the Advanced Cheese Vat 
(ACV) is a signature piece of equipment 

manufactured by APT.  

ACV Features Include: 
The Original and Patented Agitator Blade Panel 

Design featuring three agitator panels made up of 
horizontal and vertical blades.  This design has been 

proven to deliver enhanced cheese yields. Our Patent-
ed Fluid Accessible Seal Design features a seal assem-
bly having a �uid accessible clean-in-place chamber.  
USDA has approved the ACV with full CIP status. Our 

Patented Agitator Seal Assembly features a seal 
assembly that is adjustable when the seal has worn 

over time.  All seal material is 3-A accepted.

Make your next move 
the right one.

Advanced Process Technologies, Inc. 
serves the Dairy & Food Industry with plant concept, 

design, process, electrical and mechanical engineering; 
along with equipment manufacturing and complete 
installation. We are committed to design, fabricate, 

and install the best system possible for your 
new or existing facility.

Yogurt Production Declines Again, 
Is At Lowest Level Since 2012
US production of yogurt, plain 
and flavored, totaled 4.456 billion 
pounds in 2016, down 4.1 percent, 
or almost 190 million pounds, 
from 2015.

Yogurt production has now 
declined for two consecutive 
years, after reaching a record high 
of 4.757 billion pounds back in 
2014.

USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) has been 
tracking yogurt production since 
1989, when it totaled 912.4 million 
pounds. 

Since then, it has only declined 
four times. It reached a record 
1.646 billion pounds in 1995, then 
declined in both 1996 and again 
in 1997.

Then, after reaching a record 
4.757 billion pounds in 2014, 
yogurt output declined in both 
2015 and in 2016. Yogurt produc-
tion last year was 300.7 million 
pounds below 2014’s record.

There were 155 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the US last year, 
three more than in 2015.

Yogurt production in the Cen-
tral region last year totaled 1.977 
billion pounds, down 4.7 percent 
from 2015. 

The Central region last year 
accounted for 44.4 percent of US 
yogurt output, down from 44.6 
percent in 2015.

There were 41 plants producing 
yogurt in the Central region last 
year, three fewer than in 2015.

The Atlantic region’s 2016 
yogurt production totaled 1.281 
billion pounds, down 5.8 percent 
from 2015. 

The Atlantic region’s share of US 
yogurt output last year was 28.7 
percent, down from 29.3 percent 
in 2015.

There were 77 plants producing 
yogurt in the Atlantic region last 
year, four more than in 2015.

Yogurt production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.198 bil-

lion pounds, down 1.2 percent 
from 2015. The West’s share of 
US yogurt production in 2016 was 
26.9 percent, up from 26.1 per-
cent in 2015.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the West region last 
year, two more than in 2015.

New York’s 2016 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 676.8 million pounds, 
up 1.1 percent from 2015. New 
York last year accounted for 15.2 
percent of US yogurt output, up 
from 14.4 percent in 2015.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in New York last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

California’s 2016 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 394.9 million pounds, 
down 15.2 percent from 2015. 
Last year, California’s share of US 
yogurt output was 8.9 percent, 
down from 10 percent in 2015.

There were 21 plants producing 
yogurt in California last year, two 
more than in 2015.

Oregon’s 2016 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 52.8 million pounds, 
down 5.3 percent from 2015.  Ore-
gon’s 2016 share of US yogurt out-
put was 1.2 percent, unchanged 
from 2015. There were three 
plants producing yogurt in Oregon 
last year, unchanged from 2015.

Yogurt production in Texas last 
year totaled 50.8 million pounds, 
down 46 percent from 2015. Texas’ 
share of US yogurt production last 
year was 1.1 percent, down from 2 
percent in 2015.

There were four plants pro-
ducing yogurt in Texas last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Yogurt production in all other 
states last year totaled 3.281 
billion pounds, down 2.4 per-
cent from 2015. All other states 
accounted for 73.6 percent of US 
yogurt production last year, up 
from 72.4 percent in 2015.

There were 90 plants producing 
yogurt in all other states last year, 
one more than in 2015.

Yogurt Production - 2016

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2016 
Share

2015 
Share

New York 678.8 m 1.1 15.2 14.4

California 394.9 -15.2 8.9 10.0

Oregon 52.8 -5.3 1.2 1.2

Texas 50.8 -46.0 1.1 2.0

Other 3.281 b -2.4 73.6 72.4

Region Output Percent Change 2016 Share 2015 Share

Central 1.977 b -4.7 44.4 44.6

Atlantic 1.281 b -5.8 28.7 29.3

West 1.198 b 1.2 26.9 26.1

U.S. Total 4.456 b -4.1
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Cheddar Cheese Production - 2016

Cheddar
28.2%

Other 
Cheese

71.8

Share of Total Cheese 
Production

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2015 
Share

2014 
Share

Wisconsin 652.5 m 6.4 19.1 18.1

Minnesota 493.4 -7.2 14.4 15.7

Idaho 479.8 -0.1 14.0 14.2

California 344.1 -4.2 10.0 10.6

Iowa 96.0 6.0 2.8 2.7

Vermont 92.1 4.3 2.7 2.6

Other 1.267 b 3.0 37.0 36.2

Region Output Percent Change 2015 Share 2014 Share

Central 1.594 b 0.5 46.5 46.8

West 1.551 b 1.6 45.3 45.0

Atlantic 280.5 m -0.2 8.2 8.3

U.S. Total 3.425 b 0.9 28.2 28.7

Cheddar Production
Continued from p. 9

duction totaled 92.1 million 
pounds, up 4.3 percent from 2015.

There were nine plants produc-
ing Cheddar in Vermont last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

Finally, Cheddar production in 
all other states last year totaled 
1.267 billion pounds, up 3 percent 
from 2015.

These other states accounted 
for 37 percent of total US Ched-
dar output last year, up from 36.2 
percent in 2015.

There were 114 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in all other states last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.

Other American-Type           
Production Sets Record
Production of other (non-Ched-
dar) American-type cheeses last 
year totaled a record 1.331 billion 
pounds, up 2.3 percent from 2015. 

Last year marked the ninth con-
secutive year in which production 
of other American-type cheeses 
(primarily Monterey Jack and 
Colby) set a new record, and the 
seventh straight year in which out-
put of these cheeses has topped 1 
billion pounds.

Other American-type cheeses 
accounted for 11 percent of total 
US cheese production last year, 
unchanged from 2015 and 2014 
but up from 10.0 percent in 2000, 
and 8.5 percent in 1990.

There were 148 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 

in the US last year, unchanged 
from 2015.

Central Region Boosts Share
Production of other American-type 
cheeses in the Central region last 
year totaled 697.9 million pounds, 
up 5.0 percent from 2015. The 
Central region last year accounted 
for 52.4 percent of US output of 
other American-type cheeses, up 
from 51.1 percent in 2015.

There were 84 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the Central region in 2016, 
unchanged from 2015.

The West’s production of other 
American-type cheeses last year 
totaled 622.5 million pounds, 
down 0.2 percent from 2015. The 
West’s share of US production of 
other American-type cheeses last 
year was 46.8 percent, down from 
47.9 percent in 2015.

There were 23 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the West region last year, two 
fewer than in 2015.

Production of other American-
type cheeses in the Atlantic region 
last year totaled 11.1 million 
pounds, down 12.1 percent from 
2015. The Atlantic region’s share 
of US output of these cheeses last 
year was 0.8 percent, down from 
1.0 percent in 2015.

There were 41 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the Atlantic region last year, two 
moe than in 2015.

Production of other American-
type cheeses in California last year 

totaled 305.5 million pounds, up 
4.1 percent from 2015. California’s 
share of US output of other Ameri-
can-type cheeses was 22.9 percent 
last year, up from 22.6 percent in 
2015.

There were 12 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in California last year, one fewer 
than in 2015.

Wisconsin’s production of other 
American-type cheeses last year 
totaled 302.1 million pounds, up 
1.9 percent from 2015. Wiscon-
sin’s share of US output of other 
American-type cheeses last year 
was 22.7 percent, down from 22.8 
percent in 2015.

There were 51 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in Wisconsin last year, one more 
than in 2015.

Idaho’s production of other 
American-type cheeses in 2016 
totaled 124.9 million pounds, 
down 4.5 percent from 2015. Ida-
ho’s share of US output of other 
American-type cheeses last year 
was 9.4 percent, down from 10.1 
percent in 2015.

There were two plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in Idaho last year, one fewer than 
in 2015.

Cheese production of other 
American-type cheeses in all other 
states last year totaled 598.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.2 percent from 
2015. 

Last year, all other states 
accounted for 45.0 percent of 
United States production of all 
other American-type cheeses, up 
from 44.6 percent in 2015.
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Led By Big Jump In Parmesan Output, 2016 
Production Of Other Italian Cheeses Rose 7.9%
Production of Italian cheeses other 
than Mozz last year totaled 1.179 
billion pounds, up 7.9 percent, or 
86 million pounds, from 2015.

Other Italian cheeses last year 
accounted for 9.7 percent of US 
cheese production, up from 9.2 
percent in 2015.

Production of soft Italian 
cheeses in the US last year, includ-
ing Mozzarella, Ricotta and others, 
totaled 4.391 billion pounds, up 
3.1 percent from 2015.

Regional production of soft Ital-
ian cheeses in 2016, with compari-
sons to 2015, was as follows: West, 
2.311 billion pounds, up 3.4 per-
cent; Central, 1.497 billion pounds, 
up 2.9 percent; and Atlantic, 583 
million pounds, up 2.8 percent.

Within the soft Italian cheese 
category last year: Ricotta produc-
tion totaled 252.3 million pounds, 
up 3.6 percent from 2015; and 
production of other soft Italian 
cheeses totaled 25 million pounds, 
down 2.8 percent.There were 55 
plants producing Ricotta in the US 
last year, four fewer than in 2015.

US production of hard Italian 
cheeses last year totaled 901.6 
million pounds, up 9.5 percent 
from 2015.

Regional production of hard 
Italian cheeses last year, with com-

parisons to 2015, was as follows: 
Central, 640.9 million pounds, 
up 9.5 percent; West, 171.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.1 percent; and 
Atlantic, 89.5 million pounds, up 
2.1 percent.

US production of Provolone last 
year totaled a record 401.4 million 
pounds, up 5.8 percent from 2015. 
US Provolone output has more 
than doubled since 1995.

There were 38 plants producing 
Provlone in the US last year, three 
more than in 2015.

US production of Parmesan 
last year totaled a record 399.7 
million pounds, up 17.9 percent 
from 2015. US Parmesan out-
put has more than doubled since 
2007, when it totaled 172.2 mil-
lion pounds; and more than tripled 
since 2004, when it totaled 130.4 
million pounds.

There were 44 plants producing 
Parmesan in the US last year, three 
more than in 2015.

In 2016, US Romano production 
totaled 52.4 million pounds, down 
4.7 percent from 2015. There were 
25 plants producing Romano in 
last year, two fewer than in 2015.

Production of other hard Italian 
cheeses in the US last year totaled 
48 million pounds, down 4.7 per-
cent from 2015.
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Cheese Production
Continued from p. 7

There were 59 plants producing 
cheese in California last year, two 
fewer than in 2015.

The gap between cheese pro-
duction in Wisconsin and Califor-
nia last year was 724.2 million 
pounds, up from 634 million 
pounds in 2015 and 467.9 million 
pounds in 2014.

Idaho, New York,           
New Mexico Set Records
Cheese production in Idaho last 
year totaled a record 955 million 
pounds, up 1.4 percent from 2015. 
Idaho has set new cheese pro-
duction records for five straight 
years, and the state’s cheese pro-
duction has more than doubled 
since 1997.

Idaho’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 7.9 percent, 
down from 8.0 percent in 2015 but 
up from 7.1 percent in 2000 and 
2.9 percent in 1990.

There were nine plants pro-
ducing cheese in Idaho last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

New York’s 2016 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 826.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.1 percent from 
2015. 

Last year marked the second 
consecutive year in which New 
York’s cheese production topped 
800 million pounds.

New York’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 6.8 per-
cent, unchanged from 2015 but 
down from 8.8 percent in 2000 
and 8.4 percent in 1990.

There were 63 plants produc-
ing cheese in New York last year, 
three more than in 2015.

New Mexico’s 2016 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 776.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 0.9 percent from 
2015. 

New Mexico’s cheese out-
put has now topped 700 million 
pounds for seven straight years.

New Mexico’s share of United 
States cheese output last year 
was 6.4 percent, down from 6.5 
percent in 2015 and 6.6 percent 
in 2014 but up from 2.6 percent 
in 1997 (the first year the state’s 
cheese production was reported 
by NASS).

There were four plants produc-
ing cheese in New Mexico last 
year.

There were four plants produc-
ing cheesein 2015 as well.

Cheese Output Falls In MN, 
PA, SD, Rises In IA, OH, VT
Minnesota’s 2016 cheese produc-
tion totaled 657.4 million pounds, 
down 3.3 percent from 2015. 

That was the lowest level of 
cheese production in Minnesota 
since 2012, when output was 
626.6 million pounds.

Minnesota’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 5.4 per-
cent, down from 5.7 percent in 

2015, 8.4 percent in 2000 and 10.9 
percent in 1989.

There were 11 plants producing 
cheese in Minnesota last year, one 
more than in 2015.

Pennsylvania’s cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 403 million 
pounds, down 1.3 percent from 
2015. 

This marks the third straight 
decline in Pennsylvania’s cheese 
output after it reached a record 
427 million pounds in 2013.

Pennsylvania’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
3.3 percent, down from 3.5 per-
cent in 2015.

There were 41 plants producing 
cheese in Pennsylvania last year, 
one fewer than in 2015.

South Dakota’s 2016 cheese 
production totaled 275.6 million 
pounds, down 1 percent from 
2015’s record output. 

South Dakota’s share of US 
cheese output last year was 2.3 
percent, down from 2.4 percent 
in 2015.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing cheese in South Dakota last 
year, unchanged from 2015.

Iowa’s cheese production last 
year totaled 254.2 million pounds, 
up 4 percent from 2015. Iowa’s 
share of US cheese output in 2016 
was 2.1 percent, unchanged from 
2015.

There were 10 plants producing 
cheese in Iowa last year, one more 
than in 2015.

Ohio’s 2016 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 215.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.8 percent from 
2015’s record output. Ohio’s share 
of US cheese production last year 
was 1.8 percent, unchanged from 
2015.

There were 20 plants producing 
cheese in Ohio last year, one more 
than in 2015.

Vermont’s cheese production 
last year totaled 131.9 million 
pounds, up 0.8 percent from 2015 
and the state’s highest cheese 
output since 2008, when it totaled 
149.3 million pounds. Vermont’s 
share of US cheese output last 
year was 1.1 percent, unchanged 
from 2015.

There were 30 plants producing 
cheese in Vermont last year, one 
more than in 2015.

Cheese production in Illinois last 
year totaled 81.5 million pounds, 
up 4.8 percent from 2015, and 
the state’s highest cheese output 
since 2009, when it totaled 82.5 
million pounds.

Illinois’ share of United States 
cheese production last year was 
0.7 percent, unchanged from 
2015.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing cheese in Illinois last year, 
unchanged from 2015.

New Jersey’s 2016 cheese 
production totaled 58.1 million 
pounds. The cheese production 
was down 1.2 percent from the 
previous year. 

New Jersey’s share of the 
United States cheese output last 
year was 0.5 percent, unchanged 
from 2015.

There were 14 plants produc-
ing cheese in New Jersey last year. 
There were two fewer cheese 
plants in New Jersey than in 2015.

Finally, 2016 cheese production 
in all other states (the 37 states 
not broken out by NASS) totaled 
1.77 billion pounds, up 2.6 percent 
from 2015.

The National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service won’t show state dairy 
production totals when fewer than 
three dairy plants report or indi-
vidual plant operations could be 
disclosed.

In 2016, all other states 
accounted for 14.6 percent of US 
cheese production, unchanged 
from 2015.

There were 137 plants produc-
ing cheese in all other states last 
year, one fewer than in 2015.
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1980  - 2016

State Output Percent 
Change

2016 
Share

2015 
Share

Wisconsin 3.239 b 5.5 26.6 25.7

California 2.516 b 3.3 20.7 20.6

Idaho 955 m 1.4 7.9 8.0

New York 826.2 3.1 6.8 6.8

New Mexico 776.1 0.9 6.4 6.5

Minnesota 657.4 -3.3 5.4 5.7

Pennsylvania 403 -1.3 3.3 3.5

South Dakota 275.6 -1.0 2.3 2.4

Iowa 254.2 4.0 2.1 2.1

Ohio 215.2 1.8 1.8 1.8

Vermont 131.9 0.8 1.1 1.1

Illinois 81.5 4.8 0.7 0.7

New Jersey 58.1 -1.2 0.5 0.5

Other 1.77 b 2.6 14.6 14.6

Region Output Percent Change 2016 Share 2015 Share

Central 5.486 b 3.6 45.1 44.7

West 5.17 b 2.2 42.5 42.8

Atlantic 1.502 b 1.5 12.4 12.5

U.S. Total 12.158 b lbs 2.8




